Demonstrators 
dominate  S.F. 
AIDS  conference 


Protesting  restrictive  HIV/ AIDS  immigration 
policy  and  demanding  access  to  better  health 
care,  activists  conduct  a  well-orchestrated  series 
of  protests  before  an  international  audience 

By  Jennie  McKnight 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Sixth  Interna¬ 
tional  Conference  on  AIDS  began  June  20, 
in  the  shadow  of  international  condemna¬ 
tion  of  U.S.  exclusion  of  people  with  HIV 
and  the  resulting  boycott  of  the  world’s 
largest  annual  scientific  meeting  about  the 
pandemic.  The  huge  conference  —  attended 
by  over  9,500  delegates  from  at  least  121 
countries  and  including  over  5,000  scientific 
presentations  —  is  taking  place  in  the  midst 
of  an  intense  and  energetic  week  of  well- 
organized  and  media-savvy  AIDS  activism. 

Members  of  ACT  UP  chapters  and  other 
AIDS  activist  groups  have  come  together  to 
bring  a  variety  of  criticisms  and  demands  to 
the  scientists,  caregivers,  drug  producers 
and  distributors,  and  policymakers  atten¬ 
ding  the  conference,  as  well  as  to  the  global 
audience  reached  by  the  massive  media 
presence  here. 

Open  the  borders 

Activists  kicked  off  the  week  of  protests 
surrounding  the  conference  on  June  19  — 
the  day  before  the  conference  began  —  by 
holding  a  demonstration  and  march 
targeting  the  U.S.  immigration  policy  that 
excludes  people  with  AIDS  or  HIV  from 
entering  the  country  or  attaining  permanent 
residency  status  because  they  are  considered 
a  “threat”  to  public  health. 

Over  600  chanting  and  whistle-blowing  ' 
demonstrators  marched  through  part  of  San 
Francisco’s  financial  district,  spontaneously 
dying-in  at  intersections  and  applying  day¬ 
glo  stickers  with  the  message  “AIDS  is  a 
global  crisis”  in  several  languages  to  nearby 
buildings,  signs  and  humans.  According  to 
ACT  UP  and  ACT  NOW  (the  AIDS  Coali¬ 
tion  to  Network,  Organize,  and  Win,  a  net¬ 
work  of  AIDS  activist  groups),  similar  pro¬ 
tests  of  U.S.  immigration  policy  took  place 
in  several  cities  around  the  country  and  the 
world.  These  included:  Sydney,  Australia, 
where  seven  people  were  arrested;  London; 

Paris;  Toronto;  Montreal;  New  York; 

Albany,  N.Y.;  Portland,  Ore.;  and 
Chicago. 

The  San  Francisco  march,  visibly 
highlighted  by  a  large  Angel  of  Death 
representing  U.S.  immigration  and  AIDS 
policies  and  by  demonstrators  carrying  sym¬ 
bolic  blocks  of  “walls”  that  divide  people  as 
a  result  of  those  policies,  stopped  at  the  San 
Francisco  offices  of  the  U.S.  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Services  (INS),  the 
government  agency  that  enforces  immigra¬ 
tion  law.  Here  demonstrators  chanted 
criticism  of  the  AIDS/HIV  exclusionary 
rules,  and  of  laws  banning  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  entering  the  country.  The  pro¬ 
testers  criticized  the  existence  of  the  laws,  as 
well  as  the  reports  that  the  INS  had  planned 


to  invoke  the  anti-gay  law,  which  has  been 
largely  unenforced  in  recent  years,  against 
people  wanting  to  attend  the  conference. 

The  AIDS  and  queer  activists  were  also 
joined  in  solidarity  by  immigration  activists 
and  refugee  activists,  like  one  Asian  man 
who  argued  that  the  AIDS/HIV  restrictions 
are  part  of  this  country’s  long  history  of 
discriminatory  immigration  laws,  dating 
back  to  the  1882  Chinese  Exclusion  Act. 

While  in  front  of  the  INS  building,  several 
activists  engaged  in  the  first  of  the  week’s 
many  acts  of  civil  disobedience.  Seven  men 
and  one  woman  were  arrested  as  they  tried 
to  climb  over  the  police  barricade  surroun¬ 
ding  the  building  and  pass  through  the  for¬ 
mation  of  riot  cops.  Tension  was  high 
among  the  demonstrators,  who  were  an¬ 
ticipating  violent  treatment  from  the  police 
since  San  Francisco  activists  claim  the  police 
have  a  well-established  history  of  brutality 
against  non-violent  street  protesters. 

(The  whole  issue  of  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  protestors  and  cops  was  inflamed  a 
week  and  a  half  before  the  conference  open¬ 
ed  when  a  San  Francisco  police  officer  said 
on  a  local  television  program  that  he  would 
not  rule  out  the  possibility  of  shooting  pro¬ 
testers.  (See  GCN,  June  17-23.)  The  in¬ 
timidating  riot  cops  surrounding  the 
building  and  on  dirt  bikes  at  the  outer 
fringes  of  the  demonstration  were  contrasted 
by  several  obviously  gay  and  lesbian  cops 
who,  though  uniformed,  walked  amid  the 
marchers  and  served  a  kind  of  public  rela¬ 
tions  function.  One  of  the  lesbian  cops  told 
GCN  that  this  volunteer  squad  was  a  special 
unit  whose  purpose  was  to  show  support  for 
the  activists.) 

Following  the  action  in  front  of  the  INS, 
the  ralliers  resumed  marching  towards 
Market  Street,  a  main  traffic  axis,  where 
they  intended  to  block  rush-hour  traffic. 
The  police,  however,  seemed  determined  to 
foil  these  efforts  as  they  quickly  mobilized 
to  close  streets  and  redirect  traffic  at  least 
two  blocks  in  every  direction  around  the 
moving  mass. 

But  an  unanticipated  dramatic  action 
happened  when  the  activists,  slowly  making 
their  way  up  Market  Street,  came  to  the 
Marriot  Hotel,  where  part  of  the  conference 
is  being  held  and  where  hundreds  of  its  par¬ 
ticipants  are  staying.  After  pausing  for 
several  minutes  in  front  of  the  building,  the 
crowd  spontaneously  rushed  into  the  hotel 
entrance  and  began  clamoring  and  cheering 
in  the  lobby,  where  hotel  business  and  con¬ 
ference  registration  had  quietly  been  taking 
place. 

After  taking  over  the  lobby,  the  activists 
Continued  on  page  6 


‘Queers  Bash  Back9 


Queer  Nation,  a  new  direct  action  group  in  New  York, 
focuses  its  first  major  demonstration  on  anti-lesbian  and 
-gay  violence 


“ People  come  into  our  neighborhoods 
and  bash  us  and  we  say  no.  We  ’re  going  to 
say  ‘Fight  back’  tonight.  We’re  going  to 
make  this  night  ours.  ” 

—  Alan  Klein 
Stop  the  Violence  march  organizer 

By  Deborah  Schwartz 

NEW  YORK  —  Bottles,  fists  and  insults 
greeted  over  1000  gay  men  and  lesbians  who 
marched  through  Greenwich  Village  Satur¬ 
day  night,  June  16  to  protest  anti-gay  and 
-lesbian  violence.  In  the  first  large-scale 
demonstration  organized  by  Queer  Nation, 
marchers  repeatedly  broke  away  from  the 
crowd  to  confront  verbal  and  physical 
assaults. 

In  an  incident  that  gave  the  march  front¬ 
page  status  at  The  New  York  Post  (under  the 
headline  “KOCH  SAVED  FROM  ANGRY 
GAY  MOB”),  former  Mayor  Ed  Koch 
crossed  in  front  of  the  march’s  route  as  it 
headed  south  down  Fifth  Avenue.  Koch,  ac¬ 
companied  by  two  bodyguards,  suddenly 
found  himself  surrounded  by  25 
demonstrators  shouting  “Shame!  Shame!” 
as  police  and  bodyguards  hustled  him  into 
his  building. 

As  the  march  proceeded  into  the  early 
morning  and  the  incidents  of  heckling  and 
attacks  grew  more  frequent,  the  crowd’s 
reactions  became  angrier  and  their 
dissatisfaction  with  the  police  response 
more  apparent.  Shouts  of  “Do  something!” 
were  hurled  at  the  police  after  a  bottle  was 
thrown  directly  in  front  of  the  banner  and 
later  in  an  incident  on  Ninth  Street  where  a 
crowd  chased  hecklers  into  a  building  that 
police  refused  to  enter. 

While  the  police  community  affairs  of¬ 
ficers  and  the  police  department’s  gay 
liaison  were  investigating  the  Ninth  Street 
incident,  a  conflict  between  the  crowd  and 
the  police  was  sparked  when  a 
plainclothes  police  officer  intervened  in 
a  confrontation  between  an  on-looker  who 
shouted  “Faggot!”  and  a  marcher, 
Michelangelo  Signorile,  who  retaliated 
physically. 

Signorile,  a  columnist  for  Out  Week 


magazine,  told  GCN  that  the  police  officer 
did  not  identify  himself  before  intervening. 
“I  was  jumped  on  by  this  guy  and  I  thought, 
‘God,  he’s  a  fagbasher.’  ”  Signorile  and  the 
officer  struggled,  and  members  of  the  crowd 
stepped  in.  Signorile  was  put  up  against  a 
wall  and  surrounded  by  30  police  officers. 

“They  bent  me  over...  cuffed  me...  and 
started  punching  me  in  the  face  and  stomach 
and  lifting  me  up  by  one  leg,”  Signorile  re¬ 
counted.  “Somebody  put  something  —  I 
think  it  was  a  nightstick  —  under  my  throat. 
I  couldn’t  breathe  and  they  couldn’t 
hear  me  calling  for  help  because  of  the 
[shouts  of]  the  crowd.  I  thought  I  was  going 
to  die.” 

The  crowd  pushed  forward,  shouting 
“Let  him  go!”  Lori  Cohen,  a  lawyer  for 
ACT  UP,  was  handcuffed  and  detained 
when  she  crossed  a  line  of  police  to  assist 
Signorile.  The  two  were  arrested  and  charg¬ 
ed  with  disorderly  conduct  and  then  released 
with  summonses. 

The  march  route  was  designed  to  cross 
sites  where  people  had  been  gay-bashed  and 
to  allow  those  assaulted  to  describe  their  ex¬ 
periences  to  the  crowd.  A  dozen  times  the 
march  was  halted  and  addressed.  Organizers 
made  an  effort  to  encourage  lesbians  to 
speak  about  experiences  of  physical  or  ver¬ 
bal  attack,  but  only  two  women  came  for¬ 
ward  to  speak  out. 

According  to  march  organizer  Heidi 
Dorow,  “We  were  in  a  predominantly  gay 
male  neighborhood,  and  we  didn’t  have  as 
many  women  doing  outreach  because  there 
are  fewer  women  in  the  group.”  Reports 
that  two  lesbians  were  assaulted  as  they 
walked  home  from  the  march  could  not  be 
verified  at  presstime. 

At  its  eastern-most  point,  the  march  stop¬ 
ped  at  the  edge  of  Tompkins  Square  Park. 
The  park  is  known  as  a  conflict  point  for 
clashes  involving  police,  anarchists, 
homeless  people,  skinhead  groups  and  the 
more  affluent  residents  in  the  area.  Fifteen 
anarchists  approached  march  organizers 
and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  speak.  A 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“We  as  a  nation  are  doomed  to  a  severe 
chastening  from  the  hand  of  God.  Abortion 
is  the  symbol  of  our  decline,  the  slaughter  of 
the  most  innocent.  What  kind  of  justice  is  it, 
when  10  of  us  are  fined  $450,000  for  trying 
to  stop  the  murder  of  innocent  babies,  while 
the  homosexuals  who  entered  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral  and  disrupted  Mass  are  fined 
$100  each?  I’ll  tell  you,  if  we  were  homosex¬ 
ual,  we’d  be  treated  a  lot  better  in  the 
courts.” 

—  Randall  Terry,  founder  of  the  anti¬ 
abortion  group  Operation  Rescue,  in  The 
New  York  Times.  Terry  and  Operation 
Rescue  recently  suffered  critical  setbacks 
when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  upheld  lower 
court  decisions  in  Atlanta  and  New  York 
which  prohibited  the  blockading  of  abor¬ 
tion  clinics,  the  group ’s  primary  tactic.  The 
staff  of  Operation  Rescue’s  headquarters  in 
Binghamton,  N.Y.  has  dropped  to  three 
from  23  and  the  group  currently  owes 
$450, 000  in  court  fines. 

Dunkin’  Donuts  gay- 
basher  convicted 

BOSTON  —  A  Dunkin’  Donuts  delivery 
person  accused  of  physical  and  verbal 
violence  against  three  gay  men  in  conveni¬ 
ence  stores  here  was  convicted  of  assault  and 
civil  rights  charges  June  14. 

Boston  Municipal  Court  Judge  Richard 
Chin  sentenced  Carl  Beldotti  to  two  years 
supervised  probation  and  gave  him  a  one- 
year  suspended  sentence.  Chin  also  ordered 
Beldotti  to  submit  to  a  psychiatric  evalua¬ 
tion  and  seek  treatment  if  necessary. 

One  of  the  gay  men,  Alan  Jobe,  was 
represented  by  Mary  Bonauto  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD). 
According  to  Bonauto,  Jobe  was  working  as 
a  night  manager  at  a  Christy’s  in  the  South 
End  neighborhood  when  he  was  assaulted 
by  Beldotti.  Beldotti  called  Jobe  a  “cock- 
sucker”  and  a  “faggot,”  then  lunged  at 
Jobe  and  threatened  to  kill  him.  The  assault 
was  halted  when  a  security  guard  intervened. 

Bonauto  also  said  that  Beldotti  punched 
customer  Paul  Muscato  in  the  face  at 
another  Christy’s  where  Beldotti  was 
delivering  donuts.  According  to  state  At¬ 
torney  General  James  Shannon’s  office, 
when  Muscato  pointed  out  that  there  was  a 
police  station  across  the  street,  Beldotti 
allegedly  told  him  that  the  police  would  not 
intervene  because  Muscato  is  gay.  Muscato 
was  represented  by  attorney  Martin 
Alperen. 

A  third  person  assaulted  by  Beldotti  did 
not  appear  for  the  court  proceeding. 

Prior  to  the  court  hearing.  Shannon  ob¬ 
tained  a  civil  rights  injunction  against 
Beldotti.  The  Boston  Police  Community 
Disorders  Unit  was  also  involved  in  the  case. 

“This  is  a  great  victory  for  all  gay  men 
and  lesbians,”  said  Bonauto.  “It  demon¬ 
strates  that  the  system  can  work  for  us,  and 
that  hate  crimes  will  not  be  tolerated.” 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Man  confesses  to 
Southern  gay 
murders 

ATLANTA  —  Police  officials  recently 
announced  that  a  suspect  in  the  murder  of  a 
gay  man  here  has  confessed  to  two  addition¬ 
al  gay-related  murders  in  Nashville,  and 
may  be  linked  to  as  many  as  three  others. 
Henry  Eugene  Hodges  is  currently  being 
held  in  Atlanta  as  the  suspect  in  one  of  a 
spree  of  murders  that  have  taken  place  here 
in  the  last  year  and  a  half.  (See  GCN,  June 
10-17,  1990) 

Hodges  has  been  charged  with  killing 
Michael  Whisnant  in  Whisnant’s  hotel  room 
at  the  Atlanta  Hilton.  Whisnant  and 
Hodges  met  at  a  bar  the  night  of  May  16. 
Whisnant  was  found  strangled  under  his  bed 
the  next  day. 

Hodges  confessed  last  week  to  murdering 
two  gay  men  in  Nashville:  Ron  Bassett  on 
May  15  and  Barry  McDonald  in  July  of 
1989.  According  to  Dare,  a  gay  paper  in 
Tennessee,  police  are  investigating  leads 
linking  Hodges  to  three  other  Nashville  kill¬ 
ings. 


Lesbian  and  gay  activists  in  Tennessee  are 
pushing  for  government  documentation  of 
the  murders  as  gay-related.  “These  crimes 
won’t  stop,  we  realize  that,”  said  Penny 
Campbell,  executive  director  of  the  Tennes¬ 
see  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  (T-GALA). 
“But  if  we  can  prove  to  our  elected  officials 
that  we  are  victims  of  crimes  because  we  are 
gay  or  lesbian,  then  it  may  help.” 

□  Chris  Nealon 


BU  prof  wins  suit 
against  Silber 

BOSTON  —  A  woman  who  was  denied 
tenure  at  Boston  University  (BU)  won  her 
sex  discrimination  suit  June  18  against  the 
school’s  president,  John  Silber,  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  on  leave  to  run  for  the  Massachusetts 
governorship.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
upheld  a  lower  court  ruling  granting  Julia 
Prewitt  Brown  a  full  professorship  at  BU 
and  $215,000,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times. 

In  her  suit.  Brown,  who  taught  English  at 
BU,  said  that  Silber  had  called  the  English 
department  “a  damn  matriarchy.”  Of  the 
20  professors  in  the  department  at  that  time, 
six  were  women. 

In  1981,  Silber  denied  Brown’s  tenure 
bid,  despite  the  unanimous  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  her  department  and  a  college-wide 
committee,  and  a  9-2  vote  in  favor  of  grant¬ 
ing  her  tenure  by  a  university-wide  committee. 

□  Laura  Briggs 


Gay  group  blasts 

AIDSphobic 

editorial 


ALBERTA,  Canada  —  A  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  group  here  is  targetting  a  newspaper 
that  ran  an  editorial  blaming  “unnatural 
sex”  for  the  spread  of  AIDS.  The  Calgary 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Action  Guild 
(CLAGPAG)  has  launched  a  pressure  cam¬ 
paign  directed  at  advertisers  in  The  Alberta 
Report,  saying  they  will  face  bad  publicity  if 
they  remain  connected  with  the  paper. 

The  editorial,  entitled  “Maybe  AIDS  Is 
Just  The  Gay  Plague  After  All,”  argued 
that  “we  must  restore  the  legal  and  social 
prohibitions  against  unnatural  sex  we  have 
so  liberally  pitched  out,”  according  to 
Angles,  a  Vancouver-based  gay  newspaper. 
In  the  piece,  Link  Byfield,  editor  and 
publisher  of  The  Report,  wrote  that  “[gay 
people]  were  told  and  they  believed,  that  the 
only  purpose  of  sex  is  pleasure,  and  that 
anything  which  feels  good  is  good.  Too  late 
they  know  better.” 

CLAGPAG  gave  the  editorial  to  the 
Calgary  crown  prosecutor’s  office,  but  of¬ 
ficials  there  decided  not  to  bring  charges 
against  The  Report.  In  addition  to  the  lob¬ 
bying  campaign,  CLAGPAG  is  also  con¬ 
sidering  bringing  a  civil  action  against  the 
paper. 

□  Chris  Nealon 


International  youth 
group  to  gather  in 
Zurich 

ZURICH,  Switzerland  —  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  Organization 
(IGl.YO)  will  hold  its  annual  International 
Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Youth  Con¬ 
ference  here  July  29-Aug.  5. 

The  conference’s  theme  is  “Working 
Apart  —  together”  and  will  focus  on  the 
issues  which  divide  the  gay  community  and 
issues  which  bring  it  together.  There  will  be 
a  variety  of  workshops  and  events.  Joyce 
Hunter,  director  of  Social  Work  Services  at 
the  Hclrick-Martin  Institute  in  New  York 
City,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker. 

Participants  must  be  under  26.  For  more 
information,  write:  IGl.YO  Regional  Office 
for  the  Americas;  Suite  108;  4410 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  N.W.;  Washington, 
DC  20016. 

I  John  Hubert 
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COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 
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Protesting  Cardinal  sins 

A  broad  coalition  of  gay  and  lesbian ,  abortion  rights ,  and 
AIDS  activists  turns  out  in  force  against  one  of  Boston's 
most  conservative  public  figures ,  Bernard  Cardinal  Law 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  About  1,000  gay  and 
reproductive  rights  activists  demonstrated 
outside  Holy  Cross  Cathedral  June  16  to 
“Outlaw  Cardinal  Law.”  Sometimes  raucus 
and  rude,  sometimes  angry  and  defiant,  the 
demonstration  represented  the  culmination 
of  years  of  activist  anger  at  conservative 
Bernard  Cardinal  Law’s  public  influence  on 
abortion,  gay  rights,  and  AIDS  education. 

The  action,  co-sponsored  by  the 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  (R2N2),  ACT 
UP/Boston,  and  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  coincided  with  the  or¬ 
dination  of  38  priests.  And  while  some  local 
activists  have  long  combined  work  on  abor¬ 
tion,  gay  rights,  and  AIDS  issues,  the  pro¬ 
test  represented  the  first  demonstration  in' 
Boston  that  has  brought  together  such  a 
large  pro-choice,  AIDS,  and  gay  rights 
coalition. 

The  result  was  a  proud  and  defiant  affir¬ 
mation  of  sexuality,  as  activists  chanted, 
“You  say  don’t  fuck,  we  say  fuck  you”  and 
“Pass  a  condom  with  the  wafer,  then  we’ll 
be  a  whole  lot  safer.” 

“We’re  here  objecting  to  Cardinal  Law’s 
interference  in  public  policy,”  said 
organizer  Liz  Highleyman  during  the  first  of 
the  day’s  two  rallies.  “We’re  here  to  stand 
up  for  lesbian,  gay,  and  bisexual  civil  rights, 
for  AIDS  education,  and  for  reproductive 
rights  for  all  women,”  she  said. 

A  conservative  even  by  the  standards  of 
the  American  Catholic  Church,  Law  has 
long  drawn  the  ire  of  local  activists.  In  1987, 
his  opposition  to  AIDS  education  and  con¬ 
dom  availability  in  the  schools  was  partly 
credited  for  the  failure  of  an  effort  to  in¬ 
stitute  school-based  health  clinics  in  Boston. 
Law  also  spearheaded  the  opposition  to  a 
draft  position  paper  by  the  American 
Catholic  Bishops  to  allow  condom  use  for 
AIDS  prevention.  As  a  result,  the  pro¬ 
condom  statement  was  scrapped. 


hymns.  Other  activists,  wearing  Groucho 
Marx  glasses,  carried  signs  with  condoms 
decorated  with  priests’  collars,  and  passed 
out  leaflets  advising  priests  to  practice  safe 
sex  and  birth  control,  and  to  use  their  mock- 
brand  name  “Roman  Collars”  condoms. 
One  man  offered  Nilla  wafer  cookies  with 
condoms  and  a  blessing  in  a  parody  of  the 
Christian  eucharist. 

About  an  hour  into  the  protest,  amid 
blowing  airhorns,  protesters  staged  a 
dramatic  die-in  to  symbolize  deaths 
caused  by  AIDS  and  back-alley  abortions. 
As  many  demonstrators  lay  on  the  ground,  a 
handful  of  others  chalked  in  silhouettes  of 
their  bodies.  Epitaphs  such  as  “died  of 
AIDS  because  he  didn’t  know  to  play  safe,” 
and  “died  of  a  back-alley  abortion,”  were 
written  inside  the  forms.  Throughout  the 
picket,  the  silhouettes  remained  as  a  striking 
visual  symbol. 

Over  60  uniformed  police  officers,  in¬ 
cluding  Special  Operations  officers  with  riot 
helmets,  blocked  access  to  the  Cathedral 
with  barricades.  Police  also  closed  the  street 
in  front  of  the  church,  disrupting  the 
planned  civil  disobedience  scenario  that  in¬ 
volved  blocking  traffic  and  refusing  to  move 
after  a  die-in.  Instead,  members  of  the 
“Outlaw”  affinity  group  of  ACT  UP  twice 
jumped  the  barricades  onto  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  the  church.  Both  times,  police 
responded  by  lifting  the  protesters  back  over 
the  barricades  rather  than  arresting  them. 

Many  activists  noted  that  the  police  acted 
with  more  restraint  toward  demonstrators 
than  they  had  anticipated.  Protesters  were 
concerned  when  a  local  paper,  the  Boston 
Herald ,  carried  a  warning  from  Mayor  Ray¬ 
mond  Flynn  against  violence  at  the 
Cathedral.  “By  portraying  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  as  a  potentially  violent  one,  [the  mayor] 
was  increasing  the  possibility  that  there 
might  be  police  violence  against 


AIDS  and  abortion  activists  join  forces  against  Cardinal  Law,  June  16 


In  addition,  Law’s  public  support  for  the 
anti-abortion  group  “Operation  Rescue” 
has  been  seen  by  some  activists  as  a  factor  in 
the  refusal  of  Boston  Police  to  remove 
members  of  the  group  when  they  have 
blocked  access  to  the  city’s  clinics.  Finally, 
Law’s  opposition  to  the  gay  rights  bill  has 
been  cited  as  a  major  contributor  to  the  state 
legislature’s  failure  to  pass  the  bill  until  this 
year. 

The  demonstration  at  the  cathedral  began 
long  before  its  scheduled  10  a.m.  kick-off. 
At  9  a.m.,  about  50  people  were  already  in 
the  street  to  greet  the  church  procession  into 
the  building.  The  crowd  grew  gradually  over 
the  course  of  the  morning,  until  at  noon, 
police  offered  an  estimate  of  900 
demonstrators. 

Activists  filled  the  street  with  a  one-block- 
long  picket  line.  Black-on-white  signs  car¬ 
ried  by  many  demonstrators  read,  “Protest 
Law’s  interference  in  AIDS  education,  les- 
bian/gay  rights,  abortion  rights:  Outlaw 
Cardinal  Law.” 

A  number  of  groups  used  street  theater  to 
illustrate  their  points.  Several  activists,  most 
from  R2N2,  wore  red  cardinals’  miters  and 
red  robes.  The  drag  theater  group  United 

parodying  a  Christian  church  service  (“and 
God  said  unto  Moses,  ‘go  down'  ”).  UFC  also 
praised  sexuality  as  a  sacrament,  and  sang 
somewhat  revised  versions  of  Christian 


demonstrators,”  said  organizer  David 
LaFontaine  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights. 

Bill  Johnston,  police  liaison  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  credited  Deputy  Police 
Superintendent  Clayborne  of  Area  D  with 
setting  a  tone  that  was  respectful  to  the  ac¬ 
tivists.  Before  the  demonstration,  Johnston 
said,  Clayborne  told  officers,  “Today,  you 
have  no  religion.  All  you  have  is  your 
badge.”  Some  activists  also  cited  increased 
contact  between  gay  activists  and  Area  D, 
the  South  End  neighborhood  station  from 
which  the  police  presence  was  drawn,  as  a 
probable  factor  in  police  behavior.  Recent¬ 
ly,  an  upsurge  in  local  activism  against  anti¬ 
gay  violence  has  focused  on  the  South  End. 

When  the  church  service  ended, 
demonstrators  shouted,  “guilty,  guilty”  at 
those  exiting.  Protesters  moved  from  the 
front  of  the  Cathedral  to  the  side,  then 
marched  around  the  building.  Anyone  wearing 
a  collar  was  subject  to  shouts  of  “murderer” 
and  “shame,  shame”  as  police  tried  to  keep 
demonstrators  and  church-goers  apart. 

The  protest  closed  with  a  second  short  ral¬ 
ly.  Karin  San-Juan  Aguilar  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Massachusetts  Asian  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men  (AMALGM)  spoke  of  the  subjec¬ 
tion  of  the  Philippines  by  Spanish  Con- 
quistadores  who,  she  said,  simultaneously 

Continued  on  page  1 5 


Activists  restage  Greg  Scroggins’  arrest.  |une  16 


ACT  UP/ Atlanta  stages 
demo  for  PWA 


Activists  travel  to  a  conservative  Georgia  town  to  call  for 
the  release  of  a  gay  prisoner  with  AIDS  who  was 
convicted  of  attempted  murder  after  biting  a  cop 


By  Judy  Gerber 

MARIETTA,  Ga.  —  In  a  kick-off  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  pride  activities  here,  ACT 
UP/Atlanta  brought  100  activists  to  this 
quiet  suburban  town  June  16  to  demand 
that  a  gay  PWA  be  released  from  prison  and 
to  educate  residents  about  modes  of  HIV 
and  AIDS  transmission. 

Greg  Scroggins,  a  gay  man  with  AIDS, 
was  convicted  of  attempted  murder  after 
allegedly  biting  a  police  officer  from  Cobb 
County,  where  Marietta  is  located.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Scroggins,  the  280-pound  officer  had 
the  115-pound  Scroggins  in  a  choke  hold 
while  the  officer  beat  Scroggins  outside  his 
parents’  home  in  January  of  1989.  Scroggins 
was  originally  charged  with  assault,  but  a 
secret  grand  jury  raised  the  charge  to  at¬ 
tempted  murder  when  it  was  learned  that  he 
has  AIDS.  Three  days  after  he  was  indicted, 
in  October  1989,  Scroggins  was  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  10  years  in  prison.  Scrog¬ 
gins  has  been  denied  bail  while  his  case  is  be¬ 
ing  appealed  and  is  currently  in  the  Augusta 
Correctional  Medical  Institution. 

In  the  week  prior  to  the  action,  ACT  UP 
was  contacted  numerous  times  by  the  police 


who  said  there  were  problems  in  issuing  a 
permit  to  hold  the  demonstration.  For  in¬ 
stance,  they  said,  a  violin  concert  and  a  wed¬ 
ding  were  scheduled  for  the  Square  [the  site 
of  the  action]  at  the  same  time.  ACT  UP  in 
turn  released  a  statement  charging  the 
Marietta  police  and  the  city  manager’s  of¬ 
fice  with  deliberately  attempting  to  prevent 
gay  men,  lesbians  and  others  from  present¬ 
ing  correct  information  about  HIV 
transmission  and  from  exposing  “the 
homophobic  railroad  and  possible  death 
sentence”  of  Scroggins. 

“We  do  not  believe  we  need  permission  to 
speak  out  publicly,”  said  action  facilitator 
Jeff  Graham.  “We  have  cooperated  with 
the  Marietta  officials  in  every  way.  In 
return,  we  have  been  met  with  lies,  insen¬ 
sitivity,  and  attempts  at  outright  sabotage.... 
We  have  every  intention  of  going  to  Mariet¬ 
ta  to  demonstrate. 

“Ignorance  and  homophobia  alone  have 
put  Greg  Scroggins  in  prison,”  continued 
Graham.  “His  murder  conviction  was  based 

Continued  on  page  6 


New  York  Pride 
plans  finalized 

In  celebration  of  the  21st  anniversary  of  the  Stonewall 
Riots,  the  Empire  State  Building  goes  lavender  and  ACT 
UP  calls  for  a  major  Central  Park  rally  —  without 
a  permit 


By  Deborah  Schwartz 

NEW  YORK  —  After  six  years  of  effort, 
gay  activists  scored  a  victory  when  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  top  30  floors  of  the  Empire 
State  Building  will  be  illuminated  with  a 
lavender  light  June  22  —  24  in  honor  of  the 
21st  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  weekend  here. 
The  gesture,  however,  did  not  satisfy  many 
activists  who  are  upset  by  the  Parks  Depart¬ 
ment’s  refusal  to  grant  organizers  a  permit 
to  hold  the  June  24  Pride  rally  on  Central 
Park’s  Great  Lawn. 

On  May  23,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation  (GLAAD)  and  the  Em¬ 
pire  State  Building  announced  the  decision 
to  illuminate  the  building.  “We  are  in  total 
agreement  with  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
New  York  and  leaders  of  GLAAD  who  seek 
to  end  the  bigotry  and  discrimination 
directed  against  gay  and  lesbian  New 
Yorkers,”  the  owners  and  management  of 
the  Empire  State  Building  said  in  a  press 
release.  “We  would  hope  our  participation 
will  help  end  the  type  of  ignorance  that 
breeds  this  mindless  prejudice,”  they  added. 

Anti-gay  demonstrators  called  for  a  rally 
outside  the  Empire  State  Building  June  19, 
saying  that  lighting  the  building  in  honor  of 
Pride  implied  that  homosexuality  is  normal. 
The  six  protesters  who  showed  up  for  the 
demonstration  apparently  did  not  convince 
the  building’s  owners  and  management  to 
reverse  their  decision. 


Most  lesbian  and  gay  activists  here, 
however,  are  more  angry  about  the  Parks 
Department  announcement  than  about  the 
controversy  over  the  lavender  lighting, 
which  seems  to  have  died  down. 

Organizers  of  Heritage  of  Pride  (HOP), 
which  coordinates  New  York’s  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Pride  Weekend,  said  that  when  they 
tried  to  obtain  a  permit  to  use  Central 
Park’s  Great  Lawn  for  the  Pride  rally,  they 
were  told  that  current  policy  mandates  that 
the  Great  Lawn  can  only  be  used  for  events 
which  attract  crowds  of  100,000  or  more. 

Activists  pointed  out  that  not  only  does 
the  Pride  march  traditionally  draw  more 
than  150,000,  in  the  time  since  the  Parks 
Department  issued  its  reply  to  HOP,  two 
events  —  an  Easter  egg  roll  and  the  Museum 
of  Natural  History’s  Dinosaur  Day  —  were 
granted  permits  and  took  place  on  the  lawn. 
Both  events  attracted  numbers  well  below 
the  100,000  mark. 

In  response,  ACT  UP/New  York  is  call¬ 
ing  for  a  “Queer-In”  on  June  23,  the  day 
before  the  Pride  march.  Without  a  permit 
and  under  the  slogan  “We’re  here,  we’re 
queer,  get  used  to  it,”  ACT  UP  will  hold  the 
rally  on  the  Great  Lawn  at  1 1  a.m.  and  then 
march  down  Fifth  Avenue  to  join  the  of¬ 
ficial  HOP  rally  at  Union  Square  Park. 

Continued  on  page  1 5 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 
Promotions  Coordinator 

Available  September.  Devise  strategies  to  increase 
sales  of  GCN  through  subscriptions,  newsstands 
and  bookstores.  Coordinate  direct  mail  campaigns, 
design  and  sending  of  renewal  notices,  exchange 
advertising,  VISA/MasterCard  sales  and  other  pro¬ 
motions. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  advertising, 
marketing  and  finances  desirable.  Copy  writing  abili¬ 
ty  and  graphics/design  skills.  Familiarity  with  com¬ 
puters. 

Deadline  for  applications:  July  20,  1990 

Display  Advertising 
Coordinator 

Available  September.  Obtain  display  ads 
and  develop  strategies  for  increasing  advertising 
sales.  Manage  monthly  and  periodic  billings. 
Evaluate  and  update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials. 
Work  with  Art  Director  to  design  ads. 

Qualifications:  Strong  organizational,  communica¬ 
tions,  and  record-keeping  skills.  Previous  sales  or 
marketing  experience  helpful. 

Deadline  for  applications:  July  20,  1990 

Classifieds/Word 
Processing  Coordinator 

Description:  Half-time  word  processing,  half-time 
classifieds.  Coordinate  word  processing  of  all  ar¬ 
ticles  for  paper.  Promote  and  develop  classified 
advertising,  manage  billing  and  accounts  for 
classified  ads  and  bookstore  distribution,  work  with 
promotions  staff  on  increasing  bookstore  sales. 

Qualifications:  Typing  60-plus  words  per  minute, 
strong  organizational  and  business  skills,  promo¬ 
tions  experience,  familiarity  with  computers 
(Microsoft  Word  software). 

Deadline  for  applications:  Extended  to  July  1 ,  1990. 


GCN  positions:  All  GCN  positions  require  com¬ 
mitments  to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions  pay 
$2 1 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility 
for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room 
for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116,  Attn:  Natalie  Diffloth 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  “Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community. 
We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings 
and  comments  to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  ex¬ 
pressed  within  our  pages.  We  welcome  all  contri¬ 
butions  except  personal  attacks.  Copies  of  letters 
and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions  sent 
elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space-available  basis 
only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
“Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  length  and 
clarity,  in  consultation  with  the  author.  The  opi¬ 
nions  expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are 
not  intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Let¬ 
ters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES. 
“Speaking  Out"  contributions  can  be  NO 
LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a 
short  (one  to  two  sentence)  biographical  note 
about  the  author  for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the 
article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out”  con¬ 
tributions  received  from  authors  who  have  had 
other  “Speaking  Outs”  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  temporarily  delayed. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  —  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to.  Community  Voices  or  Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  42  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02114. 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten.  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
Views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  cnticism.  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  „nd  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  pnmary  title/function  ('indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective) 


From  where  I  sit 

Dear  GCN: 

Recently  there  has  been  a  lot  of  furor  in 
my  home  town  of  Northampton  about 
whether  or  not  bisexuals  will  be  included  in 
the  title  and  spirit  of  this  annual  march  and 
rally.  It  has  come  at  a  time  when  1  have  been 
reevaluating  how  I  define  my  sexuality.  So  if 
there  is  room  for  yet  another  voice  in  this 
discussion,  I  would  like  to  share  these  addi¬ 
tional  thoughts. 

I  know  that  there  are  many  women  who 
feel  as  though  they  have  been  lesbian  from 
birth  or  at  least  a  young  age.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  women.  In  fact  1  identified  as 
heterosexual  and  was  interested  in  boys  all 
of  my  growing  up  years.  I  had  close  friends 
of  both  genders.  But  in  my  16th  year,  my 
emotionally  abusive  father  added  sexual 
abuse  to  his  repertoire  of  efforts  to  injure  my 
soul.  After  that  certain  body  parts,  sounds, 
touches  and  smells  became  triggers  not  to 
excitement  or  pleasure  but  fear  and  anxiety. 

The  fact  that  some  women,  of  whom  I  am 
one,  have  related  primarily  with  women 
because  abuse  made  our  initial  orientation 
difficult  feels  taboo  to  say.  It  seems 
politically  incorrect  because  it  could  be  used 
as  fuel  for  homophobes  who  argue  that  our 
love  is  unnatural  or  second  best. 

I  have  had  difficulty  reconciling  the 
homophobic  messages  with  the  reality  of  my 
life.  The  reality  is  that  I  feel  heterosexual. 
The  reality  is  that  I  am  grateful  that  I  am 
also  comfortable  with  the  sexual  and  emo¬ 
tional  love  of  my  woman  partner,  because 
that  means  I  have  love  and  I  might  not  have 
had  love.  In  the  early  years  1  identified 
fiercely  as  a  lesbian.  I  was  a  separatist  and 
angry  and  politically  active.  Since  those  days 
I  have  found  therapy  and  direct  confronta¬ 
tion  of  my  father  and  professional  work  on 
behalf  of  abused  children  to  be  the  best  ways 
to  channel  my  rage. 

But  even  though  I  have  lived  my  life  with 
one  woman  for  over  a  decade,  1  cannot  hon¬ 
estly  call  myself  a  lesbian.  This  will  trouble 
many  for  sure;  some  will  see  it  as  internal¬ 
ized  homophobia  or  denial  or  worse.  But  for 
me  it  is  my  psychological  truth.  I’m  not  even 
sure  that  the  label  bisexual  quite  explains  my 
experience.  1  still  feel  sexual  attraction  for 
men,  but  because  of  the  abuse,  these  feelings 
trigger  fear  instead  of  pleasure.  These  feel¬ 
ings  cause  me  to  flee  instead  of  to  approach. 

I  don’t  want  to  be  this  way  my  whole  life.  I’d 
like  to  feel  free  of  the  bonds  that  restrict  my 
comfort  with  my  full  sexuality. 

In  the  meantime,  my  partner  and  I  live 
our  lives,  debate  about  whether  or  not  to 
have  children,  bemoan  the  fact  that  we  can’t 
be  on  each  other’s  health  insurance,  make 
daily  decisions  about  whether  to  be  out  to 
whom  and  to  what  degree.  A  measure  of  our 
love  is  that  we  are  able  to  talk  about 
everything,  even  the  issues  I  raise  here.  And 
we  always  have. 

I  have  marched  in  the  Northampton 
March  since  it  first  began.  And  in  the 
Boston,  New  York  and  Washington  D.C. 
marches  though  not  every  year.  But  I  did 
not  march  this  year.  Partly,  I  must  admit,  I 
was  tired  of  the  March.  But  on  a  deeper 
level,  I  did  not  feel  full  belonging.  Sexuality 
is  a  complex  phenomenon;  labels  perhaps 
offer  a  way  to  generalize  across  great 
numbers  of  people.  But  if  we  really  pause 
and  talk  with  each  other,  the  complexity  and 
heart  defy  easy  lines  of  demarcation  be¬ 
tween  in  and  out.  I  am  out,  I  am  out  as  a 
woman  whose  sexuality  has  been  inter¬ 
rupted  and  interfered  with  by  incest,  a 
woman  who  feels  sexual  feelings  for  men, 
but  who  lives  a  primary  emotional  and  sex¬ 
ual  life  with  another  woman. 

Since  I  haven’t  yet  found  a  label  which  fits 
me,  bisexual  is  as  close  as  1  can  come.  And 
when  the  march  includes  bisexuals,  so  too 
will  I  come. 

May  Wolf 
Northampton,  Mass. 

Proud  of  the  march 

Dear  GCN: 

The  FLOWER  Foundation  Board  of 
Directors  would  like  to  commend  the  march 
committee  for  the  outstanding  job  they  did 
on  the  1990  Northampton  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  March.  The  event  was  extremely  well 
organized  —  from  the  pre-march  gathering 
at  Lampron  Park  to  the  rally  at  Pulaski 
Park.  It  did  not  go  unnoticed  that  the  march 
started  w  hen  it  was  announced  it  would,  and 
we  liked  this  a  lot.  Also,  the  rally  program 
was  an  excellent  variety  of  speakers/enter¬ 
tainers  and  having  a  written  program  guide 
was  an  excellent  idea.  Kudos  again! 

The  FLOWER  Board  knows  that  it  was 
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provocative  coverage.  And  you'll  be  the 
Envy  of  all  of  your  friends! 
But  don't  be  Slothful, 
This  offer  expires  July  15,  1990. 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS:  Subscribe! 


Name _ 

Address 
City _ 


State 


Zip_ 


□  New  Subscription  □  Renewal 


1  year  (49  issues)  $39 

1  year,  Institution  rate  $55 

2  years  (98  issues)  $67 

3  years  (147  issues)  $95 
6  months  (25  issues)  $25 
6  months,  low  income  $14 


□  VISA 

Acd.  #: 


□  Mastercard 


Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount;  $_ 

Signature; _ 


□  I  am  interested  in  GCN's  Sustainer  Program  (pledging  $120+/year) 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  free  sub  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

□  Please  send  my  friend  a  three-month  gift  subscription  for  just  $10: 

Name _ 

Address_ _ 

City _ 


State 


Zip_ 


Payment:  Check  one: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 

□  Please  charge  my  subscription  to  my  credit  card  (complete  all  credit 
information  above) 

Foreign  subscriptions,  add  50%  pay  ibis  with  ■  postal  monsy  ordsr.  GCN's  subscription 
rates  are  for  within  the  U.S.  APO  &  FPO  Amounts  received  in  excess  of  the  subscription  price 
will  be  considered  donations.  GCN  Is  published  by  the  non-profit,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 

Educational  Foundation 


Mail  to  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Bsrkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116 


PAGE  4  □  JUNE  24-30,  1990  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


an  especially  difficult  event  to  pulll  off  suc¬ 
cessfully  in  the  wake  of  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  the  march.  We  praise  the  commit¬ 
tee  for  their  handling  of  the  divisions  in  the 
community  and  the  resulting  stress,  and  for 
their  unfaltering  commitment  to  make  this 
year’s  march  the  best  ever  —  and  as  far  as 
FLOWER  is  concerned,  it  was  the  best! 

We  thank  the  committee  for  giving  us  our 
day  —  a  day  to  be  proud  of  who  we  are  and 
to  claim  our  right  to  be  treated  with  dignity, 
respect,  and  equity.  FLOWER  is  proud  to 
be  a  vital  part  of  a  community  that  is  helping 
make  th?  future  safe  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
men.  Although  we  may  not  see  it  in  our 
lifetime,  someday  our  sisters  and  brothers 
won’t  need  to  march. 

Sincerely, 

_  Marilyn  A.  Huffman 

Northampton,  Mass. 

Addressing  the  complexities 
of  outing 

Dear  GCN : 

Thank  you  for  Michael  Bronski’s  brilliant 
analysis  of  outing,  “Outing:  The  Power  of 
the  Closet,”  (GCN,  June  3-9,  1990).  In  the 
midst  of  all  the  intense  debate  surrounding 
outing,  Bronski  put  the  entire  issue  in  a  clear 
social,  political  and  historic  context. 

While  outing  may  be  a  difficult  debate  for 
our  communities  to  have  at  this  time,  I  have 
little  doubt  that  the  controversy  itself  will 
eventually  result  in  great  strides  forward  for 
our  movement.  The  mere  discussion  of 
outing  is  challenging  lesbians  and  gay  men 
everywhere  to  think  very  personally  and 
politically  about  our  individual  and  collec¬ 
tive  lives  in  a  homophobic  culture.  Once 
again,  my  gratitude  to  GCN  and  Bronski  for 
an  excellent  article.  I  am  more  than  happy  to 
renew  my  GCN  subscription. 

Terry  Cosgrove 
Chicago,  Ill. 


A  letter  would  help! 

Dear  GCN: 

Help!  My  life  is  being  threatened  by  some 
gay  bashing  inmates  and  I’m  being  forced  to 
choose  between  complete  isolation  and  go¬ 
ing  back  into  ‘general  population’  where 
they  are.  This  is  driving  me  crazy.  I  would 
like  to  get  into  a  ‘protection’  wing  where  the 
isolation  is  not  so  complete.  I  believe  a  little 
interest  shown  from  the  outside  would  help 
me  and  asking  for  details  so  that  you  can,  if 

you  decide  to,  write  a  letter  of  support  to  the 
warden  (with  copies  to  the  governor).  This  is 
only  a  small  effort  from  you,  and  it  means  a 
great  deal  to  me!! 

Thank  you  so  much.  (PS:  Please  send  one 
(only)  stamp-embossed  envelope  so  I  can 
reply  quickly.  They  don’t  let  us  have  plain 
stamped  envelopes.  Thanks  again! 

[Prisoner  Project  note:  Tom  has  been  a 
reader,  poem  writer  and  artist  for  our  pro¬ 
ject  for  a  while  now.  Please  consider  helping 
him  out.) 

Tom  Blankenship,  195-152 
_  .  Box  45699 

Lucasville,  OH  45699 


No  one  to  turn  to? 

Dear  GCN: 

1  am  a  gay  black  prisoner  and  am  hoping 
to  continue  receiving  the  GCN  newspapers. 

I  am  also  requesting  help  from  the  Gay 
Community.  A  gay  black  catches  hell  in  this 
prison  if  he  asks  for  an  investigation  of  how 
they  treat  us.  1  was  locked  up  in  a  strip  cell 
for  filing  a  grievance,  made  to  stand  naked 
in  a  cold  cell  for  24  hours,  no  blanket  or 
toilet  paper.  1  could  not  sit  or  lay  down 
because  a  HIV  inmate  had  been  locked  here 
and  had  no  place  to  go  but  here. 

A  Catholic  priest  was  made  to  stop  work¬ 
ing  at  the  prison  because  he  testified  for  me 
in  court  and  told  about  the  corruption  here. 
The  warden  accused  him  and  me  of  having 
sex.  1  had  complained  about  a  guard  trying 
to  force  me  to  have  sex  and  they  said  I  was 
lying  and  then  two  weeks  ago  he  was  caught 
in  the  act  with  an  inmate.  It  was  kept  down, 
of  course.  That  they  allow,  but  the  priest 
who  wouldn’t  close  the  doors  of  the  church 
on  us  was  lied  on  and  accused  of  sex  we 
never  had. 

1  am  asking  the  Gay  Community  to  write 
to  Washington  for  a  federal  investigation. 
[Readers  may  prefer  to  write  the  ACLU  Na¬ 
tional  Prison  Project,  1616  P  St.  NW, 
Washington  DC  20036.)  We  need  some  legal 
help  down  here!  In  this  prison  it  is  enough 
being  Black,  but  being  Black  and  Gay  is  two 
marks  against  you.  1  don’t  have  no  family 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Challenging  the  sacred  cows 


By  John  Dunn 

Some  humans  devote  an  amazing  amount 
of  energy  to  the  search  for  a  100  percent 
pure  ideology.  Searchers  have  drawn  a  diz¬ 
zying  variety  of  party  lines,  each  of  them 
defining  the  “right”  way  to  think  about 
everything  under  the  sun. 

Believers  are  spared  the  anxieties  of  in¬ 
dependent  thought.  The  premise  seems  to  be 
that  there  is  something  good  about  the  emo¬ 
tional  comfort  of  uniform  thought,  and  that 
social  pressure  should  be  used  to  reward 
conformity  and  penalize  dissent. 

Among  homosexuals,  the  drive  for  uni¬ 
formity  sometimes  expresses  itself  in  at¬ 
tempts  to  create  a  “politically  correct” 
philosophy  of  homosexuality.  Defined  and 
guarded  by  the  keepers  of  homosexual 
truth,  “P.C.”  thought  provides  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  judging  competing  ideas  against  a 
rigid  moral  standard. 

In  P.C.  company,  expressing  views  that 
flunk  the  test  will  earn  the  utterer  glares  and 
stares.  Ostracism  may  follow.  Or  there  may 
be  angry  attempts  to  reform  the 
blasphemer. 

A  fun  thought  experiment  is  to  play  with 
the  question:  What  are  the  elements  of  P.C. 
thought  today?  Deepening  the  delight  of  the 
adventure  is  that  those  elements  are  more 
often  implied  than  stated.  But  the  following 
propositions  seem  pretty  P.C.  to  me: 

•  There  are  still  good  things  to  be  said 
about  promiscuity,  and  even  about 
socialism. 

•  The  problem  with  Jesse  Helms  isn’t  self- 
righteousness  perse  —  it’s  just  that  the  poor 
guy  is  standing  on  the  wrong  soapbox. 

•  In  the  first  case  ever  of  two  wrongs 
making  a  right,  the  wrongs  of  entrapment 
and  harassment  have  made  it  right  for  men 
to  use  public  places  as  sexual  playgrounds. 

•  Homosexuals,  being  less  prone  to 


but  1  do  know  I  have  a  family  in  the  Gay 
Community  and  with  your  help  it  will  show 
people  that  there  is  somebody  that  do  care.  I 
have  wrote  the  NAACP  asking  for  help  and 
have  not  even  received  a  reply.  I  also  wrote 
Senator  Kennedy  on  the  Judicial  Committee 
but  I  don’t  know  if  he  got  my  letter.  Here  we 
don’t  have  no  one  to  turn  to  because  we  are 
gay.  Your  concern  might  help  open  the  door 
for  gays  inside  these  walls  to  understand 
that  we  are  human  and  have  a  community 
too.  My  address  to  write  me  is  below.  I 
might  never  see  your  face,  but  your  help  is 
appreciated  very  much. 

Arthur  Gould 
EF-1 14438  SMU  L-3 
Star  Route 
Reidsville,  GA  30499 


Anti-gay  attitudes  explodingly 
high  in  Iowa  prisons 

Dear  GCN: 

Hello,  I  am  a  faithful  reader  of  GCN  and 
I  just  wondered  if  I  could  ask  the  other 
readers  to  do  some  gay  prisoners  a  favor.  I 
would  like  to  say  that  the  treatment  of  gay 
prisoners  in  the  Iowa  Men’s  Reformatory  is 
extremely  homophobic  and  behind  the 
times.  Anti-gay  attitudes  are  explodingly 
high  here  and  all  gay  or  suspected  gay 
prisoners  are  discriminated  in  all  areas  of 
their  prison  life,  where  they  work,  live, 
spend  rec  time,  who  they  associate  with,  etc. 

Prison  life  has  enough  emotional  tension 
in  itself  for  everyone,  so  why  are  prison 
authorities  allowed  to  increase  such  tension 
because  of  ones  sexuality? 

People  of  society,  gay  prisoners  need  your 
help,  desperately!  If  you  are  interested  in 
finding  out  more  about  how  you  can  help, 
please  consider  writing  a  prisoner,  in  your 
state  or  not,  and  find  out  what  can  be  done. 
A  little  outside  interest  can  do  great  things. 

Thank  you, 
John  Middleton 

_  Box  B  —  803659 

Anamosa,  IA  52205 


Thanks  a  lot.. 


...to  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  Boston,  for  helping  out 
with  graphics  for  this  issue’s  Book  Supplement. 


human  failings  than  others  of  their  species, 
can  ignore  the  philosopher’s  warning  that 
“the  oppressed  become  oppressors  in  their 
time.” 

•  The  behavior  of  ACT  UP  at  St. 
Patrick’s  Cathedral  was  different  than  if  the 
group  had  marched  on  the  church  of  a 
homophobic  black  minister  wearing 
blackface  and  chanting  racial  taunts. 

•  Gays  and  lesbians  who  want  to  censor 
expression  that  “offends”  them  are  dif¬ 
ferent  than  fundamentalists  who  want  to 
censor  expression  that  “offends”  them. 

•  There  are  cases  when  the  right  of  free 
speech  must  be  balanced  against  the  feelings 
of  people  whose  views  might  be  challenged 
or  teased  by  free  speakers. 

•  A  greater  percentage  of  homosexuals 
than  of  straight  people  adhere  to  radical  or 
separatist  philosophies. 

•  When  implicated  in  criminal  activities, 
homosexuals  or  members  of  other  groups 
afflicted  by  prejudice  should  be  held  less 
than  fully  accountable  for  their  actions. 
After  all,  society  made  them  do  it. 

•  Many  homosexuals  suffer  from  inter¬ 
nalized  homophobia  and  self-hatred.  They 
are  the  ones  who  reject  P.C.  ideas. 

•  Dance  and  design  are  more  homosexual 
than  fishing  and  baseball. 

•  Heaven  is  like  Manhattan;  hell,  like 
Montana. 

•  Homosexuality  is  not  just  a  matter  of 
sexual  orientation  —  it  is  related  to  the  views 
people  hold  on  matters  of  politics,  religion 
and  public  policy. 

•  If  homophobia  vanished,  gays  would  be 
more  united  than  straights  on  controversial 
issues  like  capital  gains  and  capital  punish¬ 
ment. 

•  Homosexuals  shouldn’t  be  too  upset 
about  exclusion  from  careers  in  (he  military 


and  law  enforcement,  since  those  fields  are 
top-heavy  with  militaristic  oppressor  types. 

•  Whimsy  and  irreverence  are  elitist  tools 
used  by  the  smarty-pants  set  against  the 
heroic  liberators  of  the  struggling  homosex¬ 
ual  masses. 

The  big  issue  seems  to  be:  should  the 
sacred  cows  of  homosexual  culture  be 
treated  as  if  they  really  are  sacred?  Or 
should  they  be  cut  up  into  grill  meat  for  the 
democratic  feasting  of  challenge,  humor, 
debate  and  satire? 

Decide  for  yourself.  Just  pass  me  the  ket¬ 
chup. 

John  Dunn  is  editor  of  Network  News,  a 
Michigan  lesbian/gay  newsletter. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of 
Somerville,  Mass.: 

Check  out  the  gay  and  lesbian  Pride  display  at  the 
main  branch  of  the  Somerville  Library  (2nd  floor)!! 


FENS  ATTACK 
HOTLINE 
426-4184 

Anyone  with  information  about  the  recent  brutal 
attacks  in  the  Fenway  area  of  Boston  is  strongly  en¬ 
couraged  to  call  the  Fens  Attack  24-hour  hotline, 
426-4184.  All  calls  will  be  held  in  strictest  con¬ 
fidence. 


WE  RE  ALMOST  THERE  111 


Desktop  Publishing  — 
It's  coming  our  way! 

With  your  support,  GCN  will 
soon  be  producing  the  paper  on  a 
desktop  publishing  system!  This 
will  mean  big  changes  for  us,  and 
changes  for  what  you'll  be  seeing  in 
the  paper  too. 

I  Please  consider  making  a 
contribution.  You'll  see  the  results! 

What  is  desktop  publishing? 

With  desktop  publishing,  all 
I  design  and  layout  are  done  directly 
i  on  a  computer  screen.  Publications 
|  widely  prefer  desktop  for  its  speed, 

I  versatility  and  cost-effectiveness. 


$50  K 


$40  K 


gay 

COMMUNITY 
NEWS 


What  will  desktop  publishing 
provide  GCN? 

>-  broad  versatility  in  design 
>-  wide-scale  cost  savings 
>-  greater  productivity  and 
efficiency  in  production 
>-  a  tool  for  improving  the  breadth 
and  timeliness  of  our  coverage 
>■  a  springboard  for  expansion 

Why  new? 

Desktop  publishing  will  give 
GCN  the  edge  not  only  to  produce  a 
better  looking  paper,  but  to  broaden 
the  use  of  our  existing  resources  - 
bringing  our  readers  both  late- 
breaking  news  and  wide  coverage  of 
national  and  international  issues  in 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 

□  Yes  ! 

I  wont  to  support  GCN's 
desktop  publishing 
project. 

I  would  like  to  make  a  tax -deductible 
contribution  of: 

□  $600  □  $260  □  $100  □  $76 

□  $60  □  $36  □  $26  □  $16 

□  Other  $ _ 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order 
payable  to  GCN  or  to  the  BronfieM 
Street  Educational  Foundation* 


Zip 


I  would  like  to  charge  my  donation 

to  my  VISA  or  Mastercard  account. 

VISA  □  Mastercard 


Acct.  #: 


^Expiration  date: 
Signature: _ 


Please  return  to 


! 


•  Gay  Community  News  is  published  by  the 
non-profit,  tax-exempt  Bromfield  Street 

Educational  Foundation.  ’* 
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AIDS  conference 

Continued  from  page  I 

flooded  the  nearby  escalators  and  stairs 
leading  to  a  fern-  and  palm-appointed  mez¬ 
zanine  area  that  opened  into  several  stories 
of  the  modern  hotel’s  interior.  “We’re  here, 
we’re  queer,  we’re  not  going  shopping,” 
and  other  irreverent  chants  echoed  in  the 
Marriot  as  stunned  hotel  guests,  employees, 
conference  delegates  and  a  few  riot  cops 
looked  on  from  above. 

The  crowd  dispersed  back  to  the  lobby 
and  out  onto  the  streets  after  an  activist  with 
a  megaphone  announced  that  police  had 
surrounded  the  hotel,  and  that  those  inside 
were  probably  risking  arrest.  Although  most 
of  the  activists  left  the  hotel  at  this  point,  a 
couple  of  pairs  of  queers  engaged  in  some 
serous  kissing-in  in  the  lobby,  with  one  of 
the  guys  involved  getting  his  designer  jeans 
down  around  his  knees,  exposing  brightly 
colored  skivvies  and  coming  close  to  a  live 
sex  show. 

A  group  of  between  15  and  20  protesters 
blocked  one  of  the  entrances  to  the  lobby, 
demanding  increased  access  to  the  con¬ 
ference  for  people  with  AIDS  and  HIV.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  ACT  UP  spokesperson  Stuart 
Tom,  three  of  the  protesters  met  with  con¬ 
ference  officials  late  into  the  evening  and 
early  the  next  morning.  By  the  end  of  the 
meeting,  conference  officials  had  agreed  to 
make  150  passes  available  to  people  with 
AIDS/HIV,  in  addition  to  the  original  375 
set  by  conference  planners. 

Expanding  calls  for  access 

On  Wednesday,  June  20,  the  conference 
itself  began,  with  AIDS  activists  playing  a 
role  both  outside  the  Moscone  Center  (the 
primary  conference  site)  and  inside  the 
facility  at  the  opening  ceremonies.  Outside, 
several  hundred  demonstrators  gathered  to 
voice  their  criticisms  of  limited  access  —  not 
only  the  limited  access  to  the  conference 
resulting  from  immigration  restrictions,  but 
also  the  limited  access  people  with  AIDS 
and  HIV  have  to  existing  and  promising 
treatments  based  on  exclusionary  testing 
structures,  sluggish  research  and  approval 
apparatuses,  or  their  economic  or 
geographic  position  in  the  world. 

As  at  the  previous  day’s  demo,  speakers 
addressing  the  crowd  represented  a  range  of 
experiences,  including  a  lesbian  PWA  who  is 
a  recovering  IV  drug  user,  and  an  African- 
American  women  with  ARC  who  is  the 
mother  of  a  child  with  HIV.  Members  of  the 
People  with  Immune  System  Disorders 
(PISD)  Caucus,  which  includes  those  with 
AIDS,  HIV,  Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome, 
Epstein-Barr  Virus,  and  other  immune- 
related  disorders,  put  together  a  street 
theater  piece  in  which  they  symbolically 
tried  and  convicted  a  powerful  group  of 
AIDS  scientists  and  researchers  they  called 
the  “Gang  of  Five.” 

These  activities  were  held  on  part  of  the 
street  directly  in  front  of  the  Moscone 
center,  which  was  heavily  blocked  off  by 
police  barricades  and  several  rows  of  riot 
cops,  including  seven  mounted  police.  As 
the  opening  ceremonies  were  about  to  begin 
inside,  a  contingent  of  PISD  Caucus 
members  led  the  action  to  “Break  through 
for  access,”  and  began  jumping  over  the 
barricades.  Throngs  of  print  and  broadcast 
press  recorded  the  ensuing  action  as  the  cops 
used  their  clubs  to  push  back  protesters. 

Eighty  protesters  were  arrested  attemp¬ 
ting  to  gain  access  to  the  conference  and 
ACT  UP  reported  that  there  were  several  in¬ 
juries  to  demonstrators,  including  two 
hospitalizations.  Spokesperson  Tom  said 
one  woman  suffered  torn  tendons  in  the  ac¬ 
tion,  while  a  man  who  requested  water  to 
take  his  medication  while  jailed  got  sick 
when  he  was  given  cleaning  solution  instead. 
(As  GCN  went  to  press,  activists  were 
holding  a  press  conference  to  talk  about 
police  violence  in  the  early  actions.) 

The  remaining  protesters  outside  the  con¬ 
ference  hall  conducted  a  spontaneous  march 
in  downtown  San  Francisco,  which  featured 
a  takeover  of  a  cable  car,  and  more  raucous 
chanting. 

Meanwhile,  inside  the  Moscone  center, 
the  opening  ceremonies  were  underway,  and 
they  also  included  the  participation  of  AIDS 
activists,  who  were  given  support  by  con¬ 
ference  delegates.  Many  of  the  10,000  au¬ 
dience  members,  and  all  of  the  speakers, 
wore  red  arm  bands  symbolizing  their  pro¬ 
test  of  the  U.S.  immigration  restrictions. 
Some  of  the  speakers,  including  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  mayor  Art  Agnos,  directed  criticism  at 
President  George  Bush,  who  could  wipe  out 
the  border  restrictions  with  an  executive 
order. 

Presidential  AIDS  Commission  Chair 


dedicated  her  comments  to  those  “we  have 
lost  thus  far  in  this  dreadful  AIDS  pandemic 
and  to  those  for  whom  the  discriminatory 
effects  of  the  U.S.  travel  policy  prohibited 
participation,  whether  through  conscience 
or  through  fear.” 

Several  of  the  speakers  explicitly  referred 
to  the  AIDS  activists  both  outside  and  inside 
the  conference,  careful  to  express  reverence 
for  the  urgency  of  the  ACT  UPers,  but  mix¬ 
ing  in  messages  about  how  these  actions 
could  be  counterproductive  if  they 
prevented  the  people  gathered  from  ex¬ 
changing  information  about  how  to  stop  the 
pandemic. 

Before  keynote  speaker  Eunice  Muringo 
Kiereini  gave  her  talk  on  the  impact  of  AIDS 
on  women  and  children  in  Africa,  a  section 
of  the  opening  ceremonies  was  dedicated  to 
personal  perspectives  on  the  pandemic. 
Here,  three  people  living  with  AIDS  ad¬ 
dressed  the  audience.  Their  comments  were 
set  off  by  a  series  of  personal  statements  by 
other  PWAs  televised  on  the  huge  video 
monitors  scattered  throughout  the  massive 
hall. 

Audience  members  wondered  what  they 
were  in  for  when  ACT  UP/New  York 
member  Peter  Staley  —  who  filled  in  on  the 
program  for  Vito  Russo,  who  was 
hospitalized  recently  and  was  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  —  first  asked  all  the  AIDS  activists  in 
the  room  to  come  to  the  front  of  the  hall, 
and  then  asked  the  audience  to  engage  in  an 
act  of  AIDS  activism.  After  the  over  100  ac¬ 
tivists  headed  to  the  front,  Staley  asked 
everyone  in  the  audience  who  opposed  the 
U.S.  exclusionary  policies  to  stand  up  (near¬ 
ly  everyone  did). 

Then,  as  a  picture  of  Bush  was  broadcast 
on  the  video  monitors,  Staley  criticized  the 
president  for  not  only  failing  to  stop  the  INS 
exclusion  but  also  for  declining  to  address 
the  conference,  and,  instead,  appearing  in 
North  Carolina  at  a  fundraiser  for  the 
author  of  the  INS  legislation,  Republican 
Sen.  Jesse  Helms.  This  revelation  brought 
exclamations  from  the  audience,  while 
Staley  and  the  activists  led  the  room  in  a 
chant  of  “300,000  dead  from  AIDS,  where 
was  George?” 

Activists  say  they  plan  to  continue  to  act 
up,  both  outside  the  conference  and  inside. 
Among  the  events  planned  are:  a  day  of  ac¬ 
tions  targeting  the  exclusion  of  women,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  and  children  from  drug  trials 
and  adequate  health  care  and  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  criticizing  the  highly-touted  “San  Fran¬ 
cisco  AIDS  Model,”  which  activists  say  is 
“built  on  a  fault.”  [As  GCN  went  to  press, 
it  was  announced  that  45  activists  and  three 
journalists  were  arrested  during  the  latter 
action.) 

Finally,  activists  say  they  will  stage  a  pro¬ 
test  of  U.S.  Health  Commissioner  Louis 
Sullivan  when  he  addresses  the  conference 
on  its  closing  day  June  24,  which  is  also  the 
day  San  Franciscans  will  celebrate  gay  and 
lesbian  Pride.  □ 


Scroggins 


Continued  from  page  3 

on  the  mistaken  assumption  that  AIDS  can 
be  transmitted  by  saliva.  You  can’t  get 
AIDS  from  a  bite  —  medical  experts  are 
clear  on  this  —  in  fact  saliva  may  inhibit  the 
transmission  of  AIDS.  If  Greg  were  not  gay 
and  did  not  have  AIDS,  he  would  not  be  in 
prison  today,”  said  Graham. 

Following  the  week-long  debates  with  the 
police,  ACT  UP  held  the  action.  The 
demonstration  began  with  a  colorful  30-car 
caravan  from  Atlanta  to  Marietta.  Upon 
their  arrival,  activists  donned  gags  to  sym¬ 
bolize  the  attempts  by  Marietta  police  to 
prevent  the  demonstration.  When  marchers 
reached  the  Square,  which  is  located  by 
local  government  buildings,  they  ripped  off 
the  gags,  chanting  “We’ll  never  be  silent 
again.  ACT  UP!  ” 

Activists  said  they  had  been  wary  about 
holding  a  protest  in  Marietta  because  they 
did  not  know  what  to  expect  from  the 
predominantly  conservative,  white  Southern 
suburb  that  has  been  headquarters  for  the 
Ku  Klux  Rian’s  Invisible  Empire  for  many 
years.  Most  onlookers,  however,  kept  their 
distance  as  the  picket  and  rally  proceeded. 
Although  ACT  UP  had  invited  a  dozen 
Cobb  County  and  Marietta  elected  officials 
to  learn  the  truth  about  Scroggins  and  HIV 
transmission,  none  took  them  up  on  the  offer. 

Under  mounting  pressure  from  the  police 
to  leave  the  Square,  the  demonstrators  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Cobb  County  police  depart¬ 
ment.  Met  by  stony-faced  and  silent  cops, 
who  had  “no  comment,”  ACT  UP  spokes- 
people  presented  the  group’s  demands.  The 
AIDS  activists  called  for  the  Cobb  County 
police  to:  admit  the  injustice  that  has  been 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 
Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 


ALLAN  SINGER  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 
(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 
MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


▼  man  du 

VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

AM  TIKVA 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 

•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

Employment 

•  Social/Cultural  Events 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Holiday  Observances 

•  Egalitarian  Liturgy 

•  Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 

Box  11  Cambridge,  MA  02238 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)  782-8894 

(617)  876-7099 

DLC  1 

POSTERS  GRAPHICS  PAINTINGS 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

C.L.U. 

826-3118 

Insurance 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

for  all  your  needs 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 

•  Anxiety  ■  Phobias  ■  Stress 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 

1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  1 

East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

Brookline.Ma.  02146 

255-2600 

(617)  734-5779 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 

Coming  Out 
Is  Rocky 

if  you  wish  you  were  straight 
. .  .if  your  family  rejects  gays 
•  if  you  don’t  have  gay 
friends... if  it’s  dangerous 
to  be  open  at  work. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

5%  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  * 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


June  Osborne  drew  applause  when  she 
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The  law  Offices  of 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
&  Associates,  F.C. 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
BARBARA  MACY 
THERESE  A.  YOUNG 

Boston  (617)  266-0760 


book  supplement 


Dudley  Cave  (I)  and  his  lover,  Bernard  Williams,  1988 


Pass  it  on 


Two  companion  books  capture  in  print  some  of  the  life 
stories  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  gathered  by  a  British 
oral  history  project 


Walking  After  Midnight:  Gay 
Men’s  Life  Stories 

Hall  Carpenter  Archives 

Routledge  Publishers,  London/New  York,  1 989 

$12.95  paper,  238pp 

Reviewed  by  Wayne  Curtis 

he  Hall  Carpenter  Archives  were  a 
London-based  historical  collection 
modeled  on  gay  and  lesbian  archives 
in  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  In  1985,  three  years 
after  the  Archives  were  founded,  an  oral 
history  project  began  to  record  interviews  in 
which  lesbians  and  gay  men  would  talk 
about  their  childhoods,  loves,  coming  out, 
political  involvement,  etc.  Although  the  Ar¬ 
chives  folded  in  1989  because  of  lack  of 
funds.  Walking  After  Midnight  and  its  com¬ 
panion  volume  of  women’s  stories  are  the 
culmination  of  the  oral  history  project. 

The  14  men  whose  lives  are  recorded  in 
Walking  After  Midnight  live  in  various 
areas  of  Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland; 
some  were  originally  from  outside  the 
United  Kingdom.  They  represent  various 
ethnic  and  religious  groups,  and  they  cover  a 
wide  span  of  ages.  Reading  these  stories  pro¬ 
vides  a  vivid  example  of  the  universality  of 
the  gay  experience  in  Western  culture  over 
the  last  80  years. 

Although  Britons  in  the  early  parts  of  this 
century  might  have  been  a  bit  more  tolerant 
of  homosexuality  than  Americans  of  the 
same  period,  the  older  men  in  this  collection 
speak  of  the  isolation  and  discrimination 
they  experienced  when  they  tried  to  live  gay 
lives.  Many  served  in  the  military  in  World 
War  II  and  experienced  the  exhilaration  of 
unexpectedly  meeting  a  fellow  soldier  who 
shared  their  secret,  only  to  have  them 
whisked  away  just  as  suddenly  by  a  transfer, 
or  by  an  enemy  attack. 

The  ’50s  were  a  time  of  increased  persecu¬ 
tion  of  gays  in  Great  Britain,  just  as  in  the 
U.S.  While  Senator  Joe  McCarthy  was  find¬ 
ing  a  communist  and  a  “pervert”  under 
every  rock  in  Washington,  the  British  media 
had  a  field  day  with  the  1954  trial  of  Lord 
Montagu,  Michael  Pit-Rivers,  and  Peter 
Wildblood  on  charges  of  indecency  and  con¬ 
spiracy,  and  with  the  arrest  of  actor  John 
Gielgud  for  soliciting  in  a  public  lavatory. 

As  a  result  of  these  events,  the  Homosex¬ 
ual  Law  Reform  Society  formed  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  by  1967  had  won  the 
decriminalization  of  homosexual  sex  be¬ 
tween  consenting  adults.  After  Stonewall  in 
1969,  the  British  gay  movement  followed  the 
example  of  militant  groups  like  the  Gay 
Liberation  Front,  secure  in  the  legislative 
victory  they  had  won. 

The  AIDS  backlash  in  the  ’80s  had  a  more 
serious  effect  on  gay  life  in  Britain  with  the 
passage  of  conservative  measures  like 


Clause  28,  but  through  all  these  changes  the 
gay  men  of  Walking  After  Midnight  con¬ 
tinued  to  explore  their  sexuality  and  live 
openly  gay  lives  as  best  they  could. 

Although  there  are  many  elements  of 
these  men’s  lives  that  are  familiar,  readers 
from  the  U.S.  can  never  escape  the  fact  that 
they  live  in  a  different  society.  While  this  is 
certainly  part  of  the  book’s  appeal,  it  also 
can  get  in  the  way  when  slang  terms  or  off¬ 
hand  cultural  references  go  unexplained  by 
the  book’s  editors.  Words  such  as 
“doodlebug”  and  “demobbed”  will  make  a 
Yank  unfamiliar  with  British  history  scratch 
his  head  in  puzzlement.  Similarly,  several 
men’s  futures  hinged  on  decisions  as  to  what 
kind  of  school  they  attended  as  teenagers, 
but  nowhere  do  the  editors  stop  and  clue  in 
the  non-Brits  to  the  intricacies  of  the  school 
system: 

The  big  trauma  happened  at  11.  [My 
brother]  passed  the  11 -Plus  and  went  to 
grammar  school  and  I  didn’t  pass  and 
went  to  secondary  modern  and  was  told  by 
parents  and  teachers  and  friends  that  from 
that  point  on  he  was  the  brainy  one  and 
was  always  going  to  make  it.  I  was  going  to 
end  up  in  a  factory,  on  the  docks;  no 
future  was  considered  for  me  in  the  same 
way  it  was  for  him. 

This  unexplained  passing  reference, 
although  it  gives  a  reader  enough  informa¬ 
tion  to  get  a  general  idea  of  the  course  of 
events,  keeps  an  American  like  me  from 
really  understanding  and  drawing  parallels 
to  my  own  life.  That  sense  of  standing  apart 
from  the  person  being  interviewed  lessens  the 
emotional  impact  of  this  story,  and  thus  of 
the  book. 

Walking  After  Midnight  is  a  unique 
glimpse  of  gay  life  in  another  culture,  which 
is  particularly  useful  for  American  gay  men 
who  have  been  “out”  for  a  period  of  time. 
Since  the  capitalization  of  homosexuality  is 
probably  further  advanced  here  than 
anywhere  else,  mostly  white,  mostly  middle- 
and  upper-class  American  gay  tastes  and 
definitions  tend  to  be  exported  with  our 
magazines,  books,  videos.  Gay  life  abroad  is 
not  a  pale  imitation  of  this  culture,  however, 
as  Walking  After  Midnight  points  out  — 
and  that  is  the  book’s  real  selling  point  in 
this  country. 

My  one  reservation  is  that  Walking  After 
Midnight  will  probably  get  shelved  in  a 
bookstore’s  “coming  out”  or  “self- 
identity”  section.  For  readers  in  the  U.S. 
who  are  coming  out  themselves  and  looking 
for  a  feeling  of  community  with  their  peers, 
this  is  not  the  best  first  choice.  These  readers 
should  keep  Walking  After  Midnight  on 
their  lists  for  a  later  date.  □ 

Wayne  Curtis  edited  Revelations:  A  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Gay  Male  Coming  Out  Stories 
(Alyson:  1988)  and  lives  in  Boston. 


Inventing  Ourselves:  Lesbian 
Life  Stories 

Hall  Carpenter  Archives 
Lesbian  Oral  History  Group 
Routledge  Publishers,  London/New  York,  1 989 
$12.95  paper,  226pp. 

Reviewed  by  Laura  Pierce 

utobiography  has  always  been  a 
tricky  business.  I  know  that  as  ex¬ 
citing  as  Patty  Hearst’s  autobio¬ 
graphy  was,  she  left  out  the  most  scandalous 
details.  So  I  approached  Inventing 
Ourselves,  a  volume  of  oral  histories,  with 
the  suspicion  that  it  might  be  a  bit  tame, 
with  its  authors  choosing  carefully  what 
they  disclosed.  Though  revisions  must  have 
gone  on,  the  lesbians  who  tell  their  stories 
here  seem  fairly  fearless,  delving  into  all 
aspects  of  their  private  and  public  lives. 
Politics  and  personal  anecdotes  are  merged 
smoothly  through  the  use  of  personal  voice. 

I  received  a  letter  in  Australia  from  a 
woman  called  Esme  Langley.  She  made  it 
sound  as  though  she  was  halfway  through 
preparing  a  magazine  for  lesbians  and 
would  I  like  to  go  and  lick  a  few 
envelopes....  Esme  and  I  did  have  a  sexual 
relationship;  once  again  nothing  was  hap¬ 
pening  to  me,  but  we  were  “lovers.”  I 
think  in  retrospect  it  was  a  pretty  one¬ 
sided  relationship  because  I  was  working 
and  doing  a  hell  of  a  lot  in  the  house,  but 
Esme  was  mostly  doing  Arena  Three.  I 
was  with  her  for  eighteen  months.  I  was 
still  looking  for  love  with  a  capital  L.  We 
hadn’t  realized  that  there  was  this  interest 
in  lesbianism  as  pornography  and  that  we 
found  quite  shocking.  We’d  have  men 
knocking  at  the  door  or  ringing  up.  We 
were  very  concerned  that  it  should  be  a 
proper,  decent  magazine  and  that  there 
should  be  no  overt  sex,  nothing  that  could 
be  remotely  described  as  titillating. ..we 
had  to  be  very  careful  in  the  climate  of  the 
time  that  it  was  fearfully  respectable.  I 
think  we  wouldn’t  send  it  out  to  any  mar¬ 
ried  woman  who  didn’t  have  her 
husband’s  approval  because  I  think  we 
had  one  or  two  letters  from  raving 
husbands  more  or  less  threatening  to  sue 
us  for  alienation  of  affection. 

—  Diana  Chapman 


Diana  Chapman 


The  anthology  was  compiled  via  oral 
history  interviews  conducted  by  members  of 
the  Hall  Carpenter  Archives  (HCA)  in  Great 
Britain.  The  archive,  which  preserved 
documentation  of  gay  male  and  lesbian 
history,  had  a  short  lifespan  during  the 
late- ’80s. 

Most  of  us  are  aware  that  traditional 
history  is  not  objective,  but  rather  reflects 
the  interests  of  hegemonic  groups.  What  is 
difficult  is  not  a  critique  of  the  dominant 
mode  of  recording  history,  but  formulating 
an  alternative  that  is  self-conscious  and 
representative  of  the  diverse  interest  of  dif¬ 
ferent  sectors  of  society.  Oral  history  has  en¬ 
joyed  new  popularity  as  an  alternative  that 
does  not  pretend  to  be  objective,  and  that 
gives  voices  to  people  who  are  previously  ig¬ 
nored  or  silenced.  While  not  a  replacement 
for  traditional  history,  it  balances  the 
general  with  the  specific. 

The  HCA  collective  has  contributed  a 
helpful  and  enjoyable  volume  of  individual 


Laura  Jackson,  I960 

histories  painstakingly  selected  for  diversity. 
In  fact,  their  commitment  to  diversity  is  so 
strong  as  to  be  almost  overdone:  race,  class, 
ethnicity,  occupation,  age,  and  ability  are  all 
addressed.  But  to  its  credit,  the  anthology 
pushes  even  further,  past  these  predictable 
attempts  at  inclusivity  to  less  visible  and 
more  interesting  forms  of  difference,  some 
of  which  are  unique  to  British  history  (add¬ 
ing  interest  for  American  readers).  Several 
of  the  women  are  influenced  by  Britain’s 
colonial  history,  including  the  child  of  a  col¬ 
onizer  in  Rhodesia,  an  Indian  woman  sent 
to  England  to  be  educated,  and  an  Indian 
woman  whose  family  lived  in  Kenya. 

My  memories  of  the  first  eight  years  of  my 
life  are  a  mixture  of  a  few  colourful  picnics 
at  Nairobi  City  Park  and  the  hustle  bustle 
of  living  next  door  to  one  of  the  busiest  In¬ 
dian  cinemas  in  Nairobi....  It  was  very  dif¬ 
ficult  for  my  mother  to  bring  up  three  kids 
on  her  own  so  she  sent  me  —  as  I  was  the 
oldest  one  —  to  be  looked  after  by  my 
grandparents  in  England. . ..  I  didn’t  like  to 
be  abused  and  getting  called  a  Paki.  I 
thought  of  myself  as  Punjabi,  Kenyan.  At 
school  they  used  to  talk  about  the  slave 
trade  and  primitive  jungles,  when  Africa 
was  being  discussed.  Nairobi  is  a  huge  city 
with  the  biggest  Hilton  Hotel  in  the  world. 

—  Aqueela 

Also  included  are  the  story  of  a  woman  who 
served  in  the  British  forces  occupying 
Northern  Ireland,  and  a  woman  who  lived  in 
a  convent  for  a  number  of  years. 

Each  woman’s  experience  of  her  les¬ 
bianism  is  different.  The  only  similarity  that 
is  striking  is  the  experience  of  seeking  and 
finding  the  lesbian  subculture  at  some  point, 
an  encounter  which  varied  according  to  age. 
For  the  older  respondents,  the  discovery  of 
one  or  several  other  lesbians  was  a  great 
relief  after  years  of  feeling  “different”  but 
not  recognizing  the  existence  of  homosexu¬ 
ality  as  an  option.  For  the  next  generation, 
their  first  exposure  to  other  lesbians  was  via 
the  bar  scene,  in  which  relations  were  deter¬ 
mined  by  strict  butch-femme  expectations. 
While  they  welcomed  a  gay  social  scene, 
most  expressed  ambivalence  and  reluctance 
to  assume  either  role. 

It  was  a  really  schizophrenic  existence, 
because  during  the  day  I  would  be  very 
vocal  at  school,  talking  about  politics  and 
campaigning,  then  I’d  go  home  and  get 
changed  out  of  my  jeans  and  into  my  little 
black  evening  dress,  and  go  up  to  the  club 
where  I’d  start  to  behave  in  a  very 
feminine  way.  I  feel  that  being  a  femme 
was  imposed  on  me  by  that  particular  sub¬ 
culture,  because  of  the  way  1  looked. ..when 
I  started  going  every  night  I'd  ask  women 
to  dance  and  I  really  got  told  off.  One 
femme  gave  me  hell  and  said  she  wasn’t 
going  to  dance  with  me  if  she  was  paid!  So 
I  learnt  the  rules  in  that  way.  I  could  have 
cut  my  hair... I  was  very  lucky  because  the 
butch  woman  who  I  did  have  a  fairly  long 
relationship  with  was  a  classic  case  of 
butch  on  the  street  and  femme  in  the 
sheets. 

—  Laura  Jackson 

The  third  generation  was  exposed  to  a  more 
differentiated  lesbian  subculture.  They 
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The  debate  goes  on 

Essentialism?  Social  constructionism?  Diana  Fuss’ 
Essentially  Speaking  is  a  new  entry  in  the  discussion 


Essentially 


Speaking 
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DIANA  FUSS 


Essentially  Speaking:  Feminism, 

Nature  and  Difference 

Diana  Fuss 

Routledge,  New  York,  1989 

Reviewed  by  Ed  Stein 

In  the  past  several  years,  lesbian  and  gay 
studies,  an  interdisciplinary  approach  to 
intellectual  issues  concerning  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  in  particular,  and  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  and  preference,  in  general,  has  begun 
to  establish  a  presence  in  United  States  col¬ 
leges  and  universities.  Some  signs  of  this  in¬ 
clude  the  formation  of  study  groups  (recent¬ 
ly,  for  example,  at  Columbia  University,  City 
University  of.  New  York,  and  MIT),  the 
holding  of  conferences  (for  example,  at 
Yale,  Brown  and,  in  October  of  1990,  at 
Harvard),  the  offering  of  courses  and  the 
publication  of  books  (including  two  recent 
landmarks:  the  publication  of  Hidden  from 
History ,  Martin  Duberman,  et  al.,  eds.. 

New  York:  NAL  Books,  1989,  an  excellent 
sourcebook  in  lesbian  and  gay  history;  and 
Homosexuality:  A  Research  Guide ,  Wayne 
Dynes,  New  York:  Garland,  1987,  a 
thorough  bibliography  of  lesbian  and  gay 
studies).  The  coming  decade  promises  to 
produce  further  developments  in  this  area  of 
study  with  the  establishment  of  undergradu¬ 
ate  concentrations,  graduate  programs,  pro¬ 
fessorships,  institutes,  and  more  journals 
and  book  series. 

The  next  10  years  also  promise  to  pro-, 
duce  further  disucssion  of  the  social  con- 
structionist/essentialist  debate  which  has 
been  the  central  theoretical  question  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  studies  since  its  inception.  This 
debate  concerns  whether  the  categories  of 
sexual  orientation  (i.e. ,  lesbian,  gay,  bisex¬ 
ual,  asexual  and  heterosexual)  can  be  ap¬ 
plied  independently  of  culture;  for  example, 
does  it  make  sense  to  say  that  Socrates  was 
gay  (or  bisexual)  or  that  Sappho  was  a  les¬ 
bian?  Essentialists  say  yes;  the  categories  of 
sexual  orientation  do  apply  to  other 
cultures,  past  and  present;  just  as  it  makes 
sense  to  say  that  Socrates  was  more  than  five 
feet  tall  or  that  he  had  a  certain  blood  type, 
it  makes  sense  to  say  that  he  had  a  certain 
sexual  orientation.  Social  constructionists, 
on  the  other  hand,  think  that  the  categories 
of  sexual  orientation  are  culture -dependent, 
that  it  makes  no  more  sense  to  talk  about 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  ancient  Greece  than 
it  does  to  talk  about  yuppies  in  ancient 
Greece.  According  to  the  social  construc¬ 
tionist,  the  categories  of  sexual  orienation 
are  cultural  constructs  that  cannot  be  sen¬ 
sibly  projected  onto  past  cultures  or  to  pre¬ 
sent  cultures  that  are  different  from  ours. 

British  sociologist  Mary  McIntosh  and 
French  philosopher  Michel  Foucault  were 
among  the  early  and  important  expositors  of 
constructionism.  Since  these  scholars  first 
catalyzed  this  debate,  several  important 
essays  have  been  written  on  the  topic.  Only 
recently,  however,  have  book-length  discus¬ 
sions  begun  to  appear.  One  of  these  is  Diana 
Fuss'  book  Essentially  Speaking:  Feminism, 

Nature  and  Difference .  Fuss'  book  is  of  par¬ 
ticular  interest  because  she  attempts  to  con¬ 
nect  the  essentialist/constructionist  debate 
in  lesbian  and  gay  studies  with  parallel 
debates  in  women's  studies  and  Afro- 
American  studies.  (In  women’s  studies,  the 

question  is  w  hether  the  categories  of  sex  and  ,  . 
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gender  are  culture-independent  and,  in 
Afro-American  studies,  the  question  is 
whether  the  categories  of  race  are.)  Since  she 
is  one  of  the  first  to  try  to  draw  these  three 
similar  debates  together  and  to  write  a  book  — 
length  discussion  about  them,  her  book 
demands  examination. 

In  most  humanities  disciplines,  essen¬ 
tialism  about  a  variety  of  categories  has  been 
quite  unpopular  for  a  while.  In  lesbian  and 
gay  studies,  essentialism  about  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  has  become  almost  universally  so. 
Fuss,  although  she  identifies  herself  as  “an 
anti-essentialist  [i.e.,  a  constructionist],” 
argues  that  “essentialism  is  neither  good  nor 
bad,  progressive  or  reactionary,  beneficial 
or  dangerous.”  This  is  a  dramatic  statement 
because  the  debate  has  often  been  held  to  be 
of  great  political  importance.  Social  con¬ 
structionists  have  often  charged  essentialists 
with  being  conservative,  reactionary,  and 
homophobic.  Essentialists,  they  charge,  are 
perpetuating  the  categories  that  have  op¬ 
pressed  people  on  the  basis  of  sexual  dif¬ 
ference  and,  further,  lending  credence  to  the 
homophobic  project  of  attempting  to 
discover  the  “etiology”  of  homosexuality. 

Constructionists,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
been  charged  by  their  critics  with  attempting 
to  destroy  the  connections  that  gay  men 
and  lesbians  have  with  the  past,  covering  up 
the  presence  of  our  lesbian  and  gay 
“ancestors.”  Further,  constructionism  has 
been  charged  with  undermining  the  political 
strategy  of  comparing  the  rights  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  with  those  of  “ethnic 
minorities,”  a  strategy  that  has  proven 
somewhat  successful  in  the  United  States  of 
late.  (See  Stephen  Epstein,  “Gay  Politics, 
Ethnic  Identity:  The  Limits  of  Social  Con¬ 
structionism,”  Socialist  Review  93/94, 
May/August  1987,  pp.  9-54,  for  an  extend¬ 
ed  discussion  of  these  issues.)  Fuss,  in  her  in¬ 
troduction,  distances  herself  from  both  anti- 
essentialist  and  anti-constructionist  political 
arguments. 

Although  Fuss  seems  to  take  what  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  and,  in  my  opinion,  correct  view 
on  the  politics  of  the  essentialism/construc- 
tionism  debate,  when  she  actually  turns  to 
an  extended  discussion  of  these  issues,  she 
has  nothing  much  new  to  add  to  the  discus¬ 
sion.  Instead,  when  she  enumerates  the 
strengths  of  constructionism,  she  herself 
uses  political  arguments  for  empirical  con¬ 
clusions.  She  also  makes  the  mistake  of  at¬ 
tacking  weak  versions  of  essentialism  rather 
than  examining  the  stronger  versions  of  the 
view  and  she  —  more  than  once,  as  a  step  in 
arguing  against  essentialism  —  assumes  it  is 
false  (i.e.,  she  begs  the  question  against 
essentialism).  In  fact,  when  she  is  discussing 
the  interesting  issues  about  lesbian  and  gay 
studies  in  chapter  six,  “Lesbian  and  Gay 
Theory:  The  Question  of  Identity  Politics,” 
her  best  points  are  merely  short  sketches  of 
arguments.  Like  most  of  the  book,  this 
chapter  seems  rushed,  and  jargon  and  one- 
liners  take  the  place  of  careful  examination 
of  the  interesting  questions. 

The  gay  studies  chapter  does  touch  on 
several  interesting  questions  including 
several  having  to  do  with  “identity  politics” 
and  the  connections  and  differences  be¬ 
tween  lesbians  and  gay  men  with  respect  to 
their  theoretical  and  political  tendencies. 
One  such  example  is  her  observation  that 
lesbian  scholars  are  more  inclined  to  essen¬ 
tialism  than  to  constructionism  and  more 
entrenched  in  identity  politics  than  gay  male 
scholars  because  lesbians  “have  more  to 
lose”  by  failing  to  embrace  essentialism. 
This  is  an  interesting  suggestion  which  could 
be  better  supported,  developed,  and  inte¬ 
grated  into  a  more  elaborate  theory  about 
the  sociology  of  essentialism  and  construc¬ 
tionism;  unfortunately,  no  more  developed 
discussion  is  forthcoming  in  Essentially 
Speaking. 

My  comments  about  Fuss’  gay  studies 
chapter  apply  to  the  whole  book  —  she 
discusses  many  interesting  issues  and  occa¬ 
sionally  has  provocative  things  to  say,  but 
more  often  than  not,  the  reader  is  served  a 
generous  helping  of  post-modern  jargon  at 
its  most  potent,  often  with  a  side  dish  of  cute 
wordplay  (e.g.,  “...there  is  always  a  trace  of 
race  in  trance”  or  “...to  substitute  ‘ethnici¬ 
ty’  for  ‘race’  would  be  to  e-race,  if  you  will, 
the  rich  and  color-full  history  of  ‘race’  in 
Afro-American  culture.”  The  whole  book, 
in  fact,  seems  both  hurried  and  too  short  — 
the  book  is  only  about  120  pages  long,  which 
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Treasures’  and 
‘Waterboys’ 

Two  novels  with  similar  backdrops  of  social  and 
ethnic  tensions 

Treasures  on  Earth 

Carter  Wilson 

Alyson  Publications,  Inc.,  Boston,  1 990 
$ 8.95  paper,  245  pp 

Waterboys 

Eric  Gabriel 

Mercury  House,  Inc.,  San  Francisco,  1989 
$18.95  cloth,  234  pp 

Reviewed  by  Donald  Stone 

aterboys  is  Eric  Gabriel’s  first 
novel.  At  its  center:  three  very 
young  boys,  their  families,  and 
the  mean  streets  of  New  York  in  1965,  when 
the  piers  still  welcomed  the  hungry  and  not- 
so-tired. 

Treasures  on  Earth  originally  appeared  in 
1980.  Now  reissued  in  paperback,  the  fourth 
of  Carter  Wilson’s  novels  studies  the  inner 
odyssey  of  photographer  Willie  Hickler, 
who  has  gone  to  Peru  to  accompany  Hiram 
Bingham  on  the  191 1  expedition  that  would 
uncover  the  city  of  Machu  Picchu. 

These  differences  in  protagonist,  locale, 
and  historical  time  notwithstanding,  the  two 
books  are  quite  similar  in  a  number  of  ways. 

Both  tell  their  story  against  a  backdrop  of 

Island  life 

After  the  Fire  is  basically  optimistic,  rich  and  affirming 

Having  just  returned  from  four 
months  on  a  small  New  Zealand 
island  neighboring  the  one  Janet 
Frame  describes,  I  can  testify  that  in  After 
the  Fire  Jane  Rule  has  caught  the  complex¬ 
ities  underlying  the  apparently  simple  island 
life.  Rule,  who  has  lived  on  Vancouver 
Island  for  many  years,  accurately  portrays 
the  many  facets  of  islander  experience:  the 
pride  and  pleasures  of  being  out  of  the 
mainstream,  the  isolation  balanced  by  com¬ 
munity,  the  lack  of  privacy  counterpointed 
by  an  interdependence  that  encourages  — 
nearly  enforces  —  some  tolerance  for  the 
differences  revealed  in  the  goldfish  bowl. 

The  title  has  a  misleadlingly  apocalyptic 
ring,  especially  given  that  the  specific  fire 
that  opens  the  story  has  little  impact  on  the 
lives  of  the  residents  of  this  unnamed  Cana¬ 
dian  island.  On  another  level,  however,  the 
five  main  characters  are  all  rising  phoenix¬ 
like  from  the  ashes  of  one  figurative  fire  or 
another.  Protagonist  Karen  Tasuki,  recently 
ditched  by  her  lesbian  lover  of  eight  years, 
struggles  to  learn  the  meaning  of  in¬ 
dependence.  The  elderly  Miss  James  aban¬ 
dons  a  stifling,  privileged  life  in  the 
American  South  for  a  nomadic  teacher’s 
career.  Eighteen-year-old  Red  comes 
through  a  childhood  of  poverty,  neglect  and 
abuse;  Millie  has  survived  a  humiliating 
divorce;  and  Henrietta  copes  with  the 
desolation  of  her  husband’s  living  death 
when  a  stroke  reduces  him  to  a  querulous  in¬ 
fant. 

After  the  Fire  is  the  obverse  of  the 
bildungsroman,  the  coming-of-age- 
through-exploring-the-world  novel  which 
usually  features  a  male  protagonist.  Karen 
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After  the  Fire 

Jane  Rule 

Naiad,  Tallahasse,  Fla.,  1989 
$8.95  paper,  238pp 


Reviewed  by  Mara  Math 

Then,  after  summer,  when  the  tourists  and 
holidaymakers  had  gone,  the  three  hun¬ 
dred  permanent  residents  would  reclaim 
their  almost-deserted  island,  and  with  the 
space,  sun,  rain,  silence  to  grow  and  open 
as  freely  as  the  fruit  and  vegetables  around 
them,  they  would  nurse  their  individuali¬ 
ty,  encouraging  the  growth  of  the  kind  of 
eccentricity  that  flourishes  best  on  small 
islands  kept  fluid  in  image  by  the  ever¬ 
present  sight  and  sound  of  the  sea. 

—  Janet  Frame,  A  State  of  Siege 


social  and  ethnic  tensions.  In  New  York, 
white  people  war  against  Black  people,  Gen¬ 
tiles  slander  Jews;  in  Peru  the  Yankees 
plunder  the  country  and  repeat  the  desecra¬ 
tion  inflicted  on  the  Incas  by  the  Spaniards. 
Each  plot  also  transfers  features  of  those  en¬ 
counters  onto  the  particular  dramas  of  the 
main  characters.  The  same  thwarted  desires, 
jealousies,  and  suppressed  anxieties  driving 
the  society  at  large  resurface  in  the  relation¬ 
ships  that  matter  to  Willie  and  the  three 
boys.  When  Waterboys  depicts  those  emo¬ 
tions  in  their  rawest  form,  the  book  can  be 
quite  compelling.  By  contrast,  when  Willie 
keeps  getting  drunk  and  reflects  on  his  sad 
state,  I  felt  much  less  compelled,  perhaps 
because  of  the  way  Wilson  presents  this  man 
to  us.  In  fact,  the  portrait  of  homosexuality 
that  emerges  from  both  books  invites  some 
comment. 

The  sweaty  physicality  that  once  domin¬ 
ated  gay  male  fiction  occupies  no  significant 
place  in  these  pages.  It  is  as  if  homosexuality 
had  been  set  aside  as  the  one  realm  where  in¬ 
nocence  (Waterboys)  or  sincerity 
(Treasures)  still  remains.  The  idea  does  not 
lack  appeal;  however,  given  that  Gabriel’s 
characters  live  in  a  setting  whose  nickname, 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


THE  C3AY  9Q’S  START  HERE ! 


The  Gay  ’90s  — 

start  here  as  the  Rhode  Island 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Parade  steps  off 
on  a  jubilant  march  around  downtown  Providence! 

There’ll  be  bands,  banners,  and  bevies  of  beauties,  plus  a  rally 
at  the  State  House  featuring  Danny  Tucker  &  Boston’s  hottest  reggae  band. 

ON  SATURDAY,  JUNE  30, 1990,  AT  11:30  AM 
GATHER  AT  THE  RJ.  STATE  HOUSE 
BE  OUTRAGEOUS,  BE  PROUD 
JOIN  THE  MARCH! 

■ 

Pride  Week  kicks  off 

with  a  fashion  show  &  cocktail  party 
on  Sunday  evening,  June  24  from  5  to  9  PM  at 
Fan  Club,  220  Weybosset  Street,  downtown  Providence. 

Tickets  $10,  available  at  the  door  or  by  calling  461-4191  or  781-7611. 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  LITERA  TURE 

New  England's  most  com¬ 
prehensive  selection  of 
lesbian  fiction,  poetry,  his¬ 
tory,  spirituality,  erotica, 
videos,  cards,  music  and 
jewelry. 

673  Boylston  St.  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  Opp.  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon  thru  Sat:  9:30AM-11PM  Sun  &  Holidays:  12-9PM 


INSURANCE 


’♦•Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
*Fiexible  payment  plans. 

★  One  day  plate  service. 

♦  No  service  fees  —  ever! 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


No  thanks,  Jack 


A.M.  Homes’  cynical  novel  is  pan-phobic 


JACK 

AM.  Homes 
MacMillan,  N.Y.,  1989 
$13.95  paper,  2  2  Opp 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

f  you’ve  been  searching  for  a  truly 
unpleasant  reading  experience,  this  is 
definitely  the  book.  And  if  you  happen 
to  know  any  teenagers  with  questions  about 
gay  parents  or  gay  people,  this  will  book  will 
ensure  their  ongoing  misunderstanding  and 
despair. 

A  capsule  description  of  JACK:  When 
charmingly  innocent  15-year-old  Jack  is  told 
that  his  father  is  gay,  his  world  turns  very 
cold  and  threatening.  After  going  through 
unrelieved  anger,  depression,  and  cynicism, 
he  completely  gives  up  on  the  situation  and 
is  swamped  by  feelings  of  total  alienation. 
As  he  puts  it,  “I’m  Jack,  just  Jack  out  there 
by  myself.” 

I  assumed  this  book  was  meant  for  teen 
readers  because  the  main  character  is  a 
teenage  boy,  the  cover  price  is  low,  and  the 
publicity  contains  a  blurb  from  School 
Library  Journal.  If  that  is  so,  this  is  not 
one  of  those  gay-positive  novels  for  teens 
that  have  been  released  by  mainstream 
publishers  in  recent  years.  Two  examples  are 
the  wonderful  Arizona  Kid  by  Ron  Koertge, 
which  has  a  similar  plot  about  a  boy  whose 
favorite  uncle  reveals  he’s  gay;  and  M.E. 
Kerr’s  Night  Kites,  about  a  boy  dealing  with 
a  gay  brother  who  has  AIDS. 

Perhaps  the  publisher  does  intend  to  sell 
homophobia  and  despair  to  teens.  But  it’s 
possible  the  book  is  meant  primarily  for 
adults,  as  this  is  not  the  world  of  most  teen 
novels.  It  is  much  more  hopeless,  particular¬ 
ly  in  its  conclusion.  Virtually  all  teen  novels 
have  the  same  theme  —  the  teenager’s  world 
is  upset  by  the  new  challenges  of  growing 
older,  but  s/he  finally  finds  a  steady  sense  of 
self.  JACK  ends  with  a  hollow  parody  of  the 
self-revelation  scenes  of  most  teen  novels. 
Usually,  the  teens  have  gained  knowledge 
about  people  that  allow  them  to  understand 
themselves  and  their  role  among  people. 
There  is  almost  always  a  helpful  ally  to  guide 
them  to  this  goal.  Jack  has  no  helpful  allies, 
and  he  doesn’t  come  to  understanding,  just 
total  resignation.  He  pictures  himself  in  a 
John  Wayne-macho  man  mode  “I’m 
Jack. ..out  there  by  myself.” 

Another  way  to  look  at  this  book  would 
be  to  say  that  it’s  a  depressingly  realistic, 
cynical  novel  in  which  one  plot  line  involves 
the  problems  caused  when  a  father  comes 
out  to  his  son.  Other  disturbing  things  do  af¬ 
fect  this  boy.  The  one  adult  he  can  feel  af¬ 
fection  for  and  from,  his  best  friend’s 
mother,  acts  in  a  seductive  manner  toward 
him,  so  that  his  only  outlet  for  affection  is 
turned  to  confusion.  His  mother  has  a  live- 
in  boyfriend  he  barely  tolerates.  His  best 
friend’s  nuclear  family,  which  he  idealizes, 
has  a  brutal  meltdown.  His  whole  world  has 
fallen  apart,  everyone  around  imposes  a 
threat;  no  one  is  attending  to  his  feelings  or 
even  talking  to  him  with  understanding. 
Despite  all  these  other  problems,  the  plot 
line  about  his  gay  father  dominates  the  book 
and  he  constantly  refers  to  this  event  as  the 
primary  source  of  his  world  falling  apart. 

Jack’s  parents  seem  to  make  every 
mistake  possible  in  dealing  with  his  feelings. 
His  father  comes  out  to  him  without  any 


warning,  offers  him  no  information  or  sup¬ 
port,  and  pushes  him  to  meet  his  gay  friends 
in  various  uncomfortable  social  situations. 
His  mother  plays  out  her  residual  anger  on 
him,  won’t  help  him  talk  it  out,  and  puts  her 
boyfriend’s  needs  first.  In  a  scene  I  found 
very  hard  to  believe,  two  gay  men  kiss  in  a 
bowling  alley  in  sight  of  Jack  and  other 
teens. 

The  only  bright  spot  in  Jack’s  wretched 
life  is  Maggie,  a  beautiful  girl  from  his 
school  whom  he  meets  because  his  gay 
father  knows  her  gay  father.  Throughout 
the  book,  Jack  and  Maggie  desperately 
grope  for  each  other’s  support  but  are 
always  interrupted,  creating  the  sense  that  in 
Jack’s  world  of  depraved  adults,  the  only 
hope  offered  is  his  “normal”  boy-girl  feel¬ 
ings  for  Maggie,  but  that  even  this  will  be 
frustrated. 

None  of  the  gay  characters,  including 
Jack’s  father,  are  at  all  likeable  or  even  will¬ 
ing  to  accommodate  Jack’s  naivete.  The  book 
is  so  unbalanced,  so  loaded  with  unappeal¬ 
ing  gay  men,  that  the  only  thing  I  can  say  in 
its  defense  is  that  the  straight  people  are  just 
as  unappealing.  All  this  considered,  this 
book  isn’t  just  homophobic,  it’s  pan¬ 
phobic. 

The  book  does  take  a  strong  shot  at 
heterosexuality  by  including  a  wifebeating 
straight  man.  But  the  author  seems  to  be 
saying  that  “two  wrongs  make  a  right,”  that 
gay  fathers  cause  divorces  and  unhappy 
kids  but  so  do  straight  fathers  who  beat 
their  wives. 

Homophobia  is  a  topic  actually  raised  in 
the  text.  Jack  learns  that  it  exists,  and  what 
it  looks  like.  I  did  like  Jack’s  opinion  of  his 
basketball  coach’s  locker  room  pep  talk: 
“What  incredible  idiot  stands  in  a  junior- 
high  gym  and  tells  20  guys  that  if  they  don’t 
kill,  they’re  faggots?  And  you  wonder  why 
some  people  grow  up  and  become  mass 
murderers  and  stuff?”  But  while  Jack  does 
figure  out  that  homophobia  is  cruel  and  ir¬ 
rational,  he  never  gets  any  insight  into  why 
his  father  felt  that  living  a  gay  life  was  worth 
divorcing  Jack’s  mother  and  being  re¬ 
strained  from  seeing  Jack. 

Maybe  I’m  naive  in  thinking  that  every 
gay  parent  who  comes  out  to  his  or  her  kids  first 
stocks  up  on  piles  of  books  and  documen¬ 
tary  movies  and  counseling  sessions  and  of¬ 
fers  the  benefits  of  21  years  of  gay  liberation 
theory.  Maybe  what  happens  to  Jack  is 
more  common.  But  even  so,  why  would  a 
major  publisher  want  to  put  out  a  book  of¬ 
fering  such  a  hopeless  vision  to  young  peo¬ 
ple?  I  can  see  it  being  offered  to  gay  adults 
as  a  kind  of  bad  example  —  if  you  make  all 
the  mistakes  these  parents  made,  your  kid 
will  end  up  feeling  as  emotionally  dead  as 
poor  Jack.  It  could  be  read  as  a  scathing 
slice-of-gay-life  and  how  gay  men’s  self- 
centered  choices  destroy  innocent  lives.  But 
I  don’t  think  that’s  true  and  I  certainly  don’t 
think  the  world  needs  any  more  books 
presenting  this  point  of  view. 

Just  as  a  breath  of  fresh  air  to  conclude 
this  review,  I  spent  last  Saturday  at  a  birth¬ 
day  party  for  a  son  of  lesbian  parents. 
Several  people  there  have  kids,  and  what  I 
saw  was  a  lot  of  devoted  parents  with  ongo¬ 
ing  concern  for  their  children’s  view  of  life.  I 
especially  enjoyed  a  set  of  photos  taken  by  a 
lesbian  couple  and  their  teen  son  on  a  trip  to 
the  Grand  Canyon  —  they  all  looked  like 
they  were  enjoying  the  trip.  □ 
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Music  From  Around  The  World  To  Enrich  The  World  Around  You. 


Viktor  Lazio 
Hot  &  Soul 

Sensual  is  the  sound  ever  so  successfully  and 
seamlessly  delivered  on  her  new  disc.  Lazio  is  at 
ease  in  various  styles  from  steamy  sambas,  like 
Wish  You  Were  Here ,  to  downright  dance,  Fever , 
and  crossing  to  soulful  pop,  In  The  Midnight  Sky. 
With  the  addition  of  sultry  production,  Viktor 
delivers  tracks  that  take  off  and  soar  toward  inter¬ 
national  stardom. 

Imported  from  Germany. 

50  Min.  #MD150  $2a95 


Workshy 
The  Golden  Mile 

This  trio  specializes  in  the  syncopated  swing  we’ve 
come  to  love  from  the  likes  of  Basia  and  Swing  Out 
Sister.  A  great  thirteen  track  premiere  outing 
which  features  the  shimmering  You’re  The  Sum¬ 
mer,  the  magical  Bewitched,  and  a  fabulous  cover 
version  of  Todd  Rundgren’s  I  Saw  The  Light. 
Imported  from  France. 

50  Min.  #M156  $2&95 


A  Division  of  Home  Services.  Ltd 
6  West  32nd  St  Penthouse 
New  York.  NY  10001 
(212)  629-8141 
Fax  (212)  629-4684 


Madonna 

The  Super  Club  Mix 

The  remixes  include:7VuejWuc  (Color  Mix),  Every¬ 
body  (Dub  Version),  Papa  Don’t  Preach  (Extended 
Mix),  Live  To  Tell  (Instrumental  Version),  and  the 
extended  12"  of  Everybody. 

Some  of  these  versions  are 
being  performed  on  the 
Blonde  Ambition  Tour. 

Imported  from  Japan 
34  Min.  #D173 
$29.95 


Order  The  Benelux 
Sound  Of  Today! 


The  Champion 
Legend 
Can  U  Feel  It? 

This  double  CD  of  European 
hits  is  sequenced  and  mixed 
by  DJ  Streets  &  LA  Mix.  A  32 
track  compilation  allows  for  individual  selection 
or  a  non-stop  musical  sensation.  Enjoy  what  is 
loved  in  the  clubs  of  Europe  during  the  late  night 
hours. 


Name  Dept.GCN03 

Address 

City  Stale  Zip 

Title 

CD# 

Qty 

Amount 

Hot  &  Soul 

MD150 

The  Golden  Mile 

D156 

The  Super  Club  Mix 

D173 

Can  U  Feel  It? 

D212 

Amex  DVisaD  MCOCKQ  MOO 

Acct#  Exp. 

Sub-Total 

NY  Tax 

|  Please  send  me  a  free  catalog, 

I  understand  there  is  no  obligation. 

Shipping 

83.00 

Total: 

Signature: 

1.  New  York  Reeidenta  please  add  appropriate  salea  tax. 

2.  $3.00  covers  shipping  and  handling  for  the  entire  order. 

3.  Catalog  is  free,  simply  return  the  coupon  with  your  name 
and  address. 

4.  Please  allow  3  to  4  weeks  for  delivery. 


Imported  from  the  UK. 

100  Min.  #D212  $4495 


Benelux  Music,  importers  of  extraordinary  international  CD  sound,  is  offering  the  music  connoisseur  rare  and  renown  musical  gems 
unavailable  in  the  domestic  market.  For  a  free,  no  obligation  membership  or  to  order  any  of  the  advertised  CDs  call:  212-629-8141 ,  Or 
write:  Benelux  Music  Imports,  Dept.  GCN03,  6  West  32nd  St.,  Penthouse,  New  York,  10001 


From  the  Director  of 

"WOMEN  ON  THE  VERGE  OF  A  NERVOUS  BREAKDOWN" 
"THE  JOYFUL  WORK  OF  A  MASTER  FILMMAKER!" 

“LABYRINTH  OF  PASSION:  A  lively  1  982  force 
by  Pedro  Almodovar,  just  released  here.  The  plot  is  in¬ 
describable,  involving  a  smorgasbord  of  obsessed  and  out¬ 
rageous  folk  dashing  around  Madrid  in  search  of  such  things 
as  sperm  from  the  imperial  family  of  Iran.  A  terrorist  who 
works  by  smell  (Antonio  Banderas);  a  desperate  empress;  a 
nympho  punk  rockette;  a  healer  laundress;  an  incestuous 
gynecologist  -  all  collide  crazily  in  the  hunt  for  happiness. 


Overcrowded  and  noisy  as  a  rush-hour  subway,  the  story  car¬ 
ries  most  of  its  passengers  to  their  goals.  Its  main  theme  and 
gimmick  is  metamorphosis.  Anybody  con  change  into  any¬ 
thing  they  want  in  this  Ovidian  comedy;  a  fan  becomes  her 
idolized  star;  a  nympho  goes  monogamous  and  a  gay 
straight;  impotence  is  cured  b 


ay  incest. 


Taboos  are  dissolved  by  laughter;  childhood  traumas  that 
fixed  characters  are  cured  and  characters  loosened  by  a  sort 
of  dream-rerun  of  the  traumatic  scene.  All  society's  fixating 
dogmas  are  mocked  by  eras,  which  reshapes  people  like 
Play-Doh. 

It's  a  mark  of  the  earliness  of  the  work  that  society,  the  polis, 
offers  too  little  resistance  to  the  play  of  eros;  "Women  on  the 
Verge"  is  tougher  in  this  regard.  But  "Labyrinth"  is  the  joyful 
work  of  a  master  filmmaker  who's  made  tne  city  of  Madrid  a 
new  Forest  of  Arden,  the  playpen  of  the  Western  world." 


COOUDGE  CORNER  THEATRE 

290  HARVARD  STREET  •  BROOKLINE,  MA  •  734-2500 

Now  playing  -  Exclusive  Boston  Showing 


£  823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  M A  02139  (617)497-7200  £ 


r 


INDIGO'S  Hours:  Wed  8PM-1AM  •  Thurs  4PM-2AM52, .  Fri  4PM-2AM  S3.  ■  Sat  9PM -2AM  55, 
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‘Inventing’ 

Continued  from  page  7 


located  lesbians  in  enclaves  in  the  women’s 
movement  and  the  peace  movement  (several 
mention  Greenham  Peace  Encampment), 
and  organized  political  sub-groups  to  meet 
their  specific  needs  (disabled  lesbians, 
Turkish  lesbians). 

Inventing  Ourselves  serves  several  pur¬ 
poses.  It  provides  tangible  support  for  iden¬ 
tity  politics,  which  allows  for  multiple  and 
strategic  idenfication  with  groups  according 
to  gender,  race,  sexual  orientation,  class  or 
other  types  of  difference.  It  also  breaks 
down  limiting  stereotypes  generated  both  in¬ 
side  and  outside  the  “gay  community.’’ 
While  social  circumstances  obviously  plays 
a  large  role  in  the  formation  of  each 
woman’s  identity,  the  personal  nature  of 
these  accounts  tends  to  privilege  the  in¬ 
dividual  as  an  active  agent.  The  result  is  em¬ 
powering  of  readers,  who  receive  an  affirm¬ 
ing  message  that  lesbians  do  exist  and  that 
they  are  active  in  determining  the  types  of 
lives  that  they  lead.  □ 

‘Essentially’ 

Continued  from  page  8 

i  is  almost  shocking  considering  the  ground  it 
is  supposed  to  cover.  Still,  for  its  novelty 
and  its  scope.  Essentially  Speaking  is  worth 
reading.  Besides  the  chapter  explicitly  on 
lesbian  and  gay  studies,  chapter  three, 
“Monique  Wittig’s  Anti-Essentialist 
Materialism,”  is  of  interest  as  it  contains'a 
nice  discussion  of  Monique  Wittig’s  anti- 
essentialism  as  it  relates  to  lesbians,  as  well 
as  a  useful  section  entitled  “The  Place  of 
Male  Homosexuality  in  Lesbian-Feminist 
Theory.”  Along  with  this  chapter,  feminist 
theorists  are  likely  to  find  chapters  two  and 
four  (“Luce  Irigaray’s  Language  of 
Essence”)  relevant.  And  though  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  Anthony  Appiah’s  critique  of  the 
potential  connections  between  European 
philosophy  and  Afro-American  literary 
criticism  is  “disciplinarily  biased”  and 
ultimately  disappointing  (Fuss’  training  as  a 
literary  theorist  seems  to  prevent  her  from 
engaging  Appiah’s  philosophical  arguments 
at  several  points),  the  chapter  on  race 
(“  ‘Race’  Under  Erasure”)  is  an  important 
part  of  this  book  since  it  covers  unchartered 
ground:  the  connections  between  essential- 
ism  about  gender,  sex,  and  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  and  essentialism  about  race.  The  draw¬ 
ing  of  such  connections  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  sophisticated  and  defensible  view 
about  the  essentialism/constructionism 
debate  is  an  important  goal  for  lesbian  and 
gay  studies  if  it  is  to  mature  as  an  intellectual 
pursuit.  Insofar  as  Fuss’  book  begins  to 
move  towards  this,  it  makes  a  significant 
contribution.  □ 

‘Treasures’ 

Continued  from  page  8 

Hell’s  Kitchen,  defines  the  atmosphere  quite 
accurately,  portraying  innocence  can  be 
tricky  business.  “Look  at  your  thingy,” 
says  one  of  the  waterboys  at  the  supreme 
moment,  requiring  us  to  believe  that  Hell’s 
Kitchen  has  failed  to  provide  any  other  word 
for  the  male  sex  organ  to  an  individual  who 
at  least  once  stole  a  glance  at  the  pleasures  of 
the  piers. 

Willie’s  story  asks  us  to  imagine  that  his 
early  interest  in  men  has  been  repressed  ever 
since  he  once  dared  to  venture  into  a  water¬ 
front  bar.  The  “ladylike”  men  made  him 
uncomfortable:  “He  dreaded  the  idea  of 
himself  as  a  flimsy  parody  of  something  he 
was  not.”  The  men  who  dance  with  them, 
“sailors  or  husky  mechanics  with  their 
sleeves  rolled,  he  experienced  a  heavy 
physical  longing  for.  But  even  then  he  could 
not  believe  they  might  have  designs  similar 
to  his.”  And  why  does  he  accept  to  live  with 
that  thought?  Because  Mother  preached 
that  there  are  “some  unfortunate  souls 
whose  lives  don’t  work  out.”  Whatever  crit¬ 
icisms  might  be  directed  at  the  aggressively 
promiscuous  gay  man,  are  they  so  over¬ 
whelming  that  we  should  be  prepared  to 
prefer  the  drama  of  males  who  recoil  before 
their  effeminate  brothers  and  rely  on 
Mother  instead  of  instinct  where  sailors  are 
concerned?  Treasures  does,  it  must  be  add¬ 
ed,  gradually  allow  instinct  to  work  its  ef¬ 
fect,  but  the  process  seems  torturous  indeed. 

That  said,  Wilson  is  unquestionably  the 
more  accomplished  writer  here.  His  portrait 
of  Peru  and  of  Bingham  shows  the  master’s 
touch.  Waterboys  has  an  uneven  quality,  as 
Gabriel’s  storytelling  does  not  yet  match  his 
gifts  for  characterization.  Still,  its  pages  an¬ 
nounce  a  talent  that  bears  watching.  □ 


Rule 

Continued  from  page  8 

comes  into  her  own  first  by  withdrawing 
from  the  world  and  going  within,  paring 
down,  exploring  solitude.  The  island,  cut 
off  as  it  is,  nevertheless  offers  her  more 
room  for  growth  than  the  suffocating  les¬ 
bian  marriage  she  was  in  on  the  mainland. 
She  learns  courage  and  assertion  as  the  only 
female  volunteer  firefighter;  tenderness  and 
a  sense  of  her  own  competence  in  her  friend¬ 
ship  with  Red;  and  independence  and  en¬ 
durance  from  Henrietta  and  Miss  James. 

Although  it  begins  with  one  death  and 
ends  with  a  memorial  service  for  another, 
After  the  Fire  is  a  fundamentally  optimistic 
work,  underlined  perhaps  most  strongly  by 
Red’s  insistence  that,  while  people  may  not 
be  able  to  control  their  circumstance,  “Peo¬ 
ple  have  choices”  in  how  to  react  to  those 
circumstances.  For  Karen,  the  culmination 
of  her  island  life  is  leaving  to  claim  the 
Japanese  half  of  her  identity;  Henrietta 
takes  her  place  in  the  community  again  after 
a  breakdown;  Millie  conquers  the  anger  that 
has  been  poisoning  her  for  years;  Miss 
James,  through  an  effort  of  will,  controls 
her  own  death.  It  is  dismaying  that  the 
apogee  of  self-reliance  for  Red,  the  only 
working-class  woman,  is  the  choice  to  have 
a  baby  at  eighteen.  Middle-class  and  upper- 
class  women  will  have  identities  of  their 
own,  while  Red  will  be  defined  as  a  mother. 

Rule  has  carried  the  island  metaphor  a  bit 
too  far  in  limiting  the  cast  of  characters.  No 
one  who  is  not  named  in  the  first  50  pages  or 
so  ever  emerges.  Even  on  an  island,  one  does 
meet  new  people,  or  someone  returns  after 
being  away,  or  someone  known  by  sight 
becomes  an  acquaintance,  an  acquaintance 
can  become  a  friend....  This  casual  growth 
of  intimacy  is  missing,  and  flattens  the  novel 
ever  so  slightly.  On  the  whole,  though.  Rule 
avoids  the  trap  of  neatness  —  Karen  and 
Red  do  not,  for  instance,  become  lovers  — 
and  After  the  Fire  is  a  rich  and  affirming 
novel.  □ 

Mara  Math  is  seriously  considering  moving 
back  to  her  New  Zealand  island. 

Scroggins 

Continued  from  page  6 

done  in  the  case  and  work  to  free  Scroggins; 
stop  police  brutality  against  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  and  against  people  with 
HIV  and  AIDS;  immediately  begin  an  im¬ 
partial  investigation  into  the  Scroggins  case; 
implement  gay/lesbian  sensitivity  training 
for  all  law  enforcement  officers;  implement 
a  progressive  AIDS  education  program  for 
all  city  and  county  schools,  and  for  all  city 
and  county  employees;  and  allocate  funds 
for  a  county-wide  public  AIDS  education 
program.  Responding  to  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty’s  pressure,  the  Cobb  County  police  asked 
for  a  meeting  with  ACT  UP. 

At  that  meeting  three  days  later,  June  19, 
Peter  Fenton,  the  Special  Services  Coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  Cobb  County  Police,  said 
there  was  nothing  that  could  be  done  about 
Scroggins’  case.  ACT  UP’s  Graham 
characterized  the  police  as  “uncooperative” 
in  relation  to  Scroggins. 

According  to  Graham,  when  ACT  UP 
asked  what  kind  of  AIDS  education  exists  in 
Cobb  County,  Fenton  said  that  two  or  three 
years  ago,  Cobb  County  lawyers  circulated  a 
letter  advising  government  employees  that 
they  could  not  discriminate  against  PWAs. 
Although  he  said  that  Fenton  indicated 
some  limited  openness  to  community  input 
for  lesbian  and  gay  sensitivity  training, 
Graham  added,  “It  will  take  a  lot  more 
pressure  to  get  police  to  act  on  Greg  Scrog¬ 
gins’  behalf.” 

ACT  UP  said  it  will  continue  to 
demonstrate  on  Scroggins’  behalf  by  show¬ 
ing  up  at  the  courthouse  in  Atlanta  when 
oral  arguments  in  Scroggins’  appeal  will  be 
heard. 

Meanwhile,  ACT  UP’s  Jimmy  Allen  said 
he  speaks  regularly  with  Scroggins.  “Greg 
knows  about  this  demonstration,”  said 
Allen.  “He  is  in  total  support  of  ACT  UP’s 
efforts.”  □ 
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COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL  S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  Si. 
Provincelown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  021 15 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 
JAMES  F  LEATH.  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave 
Somerville.  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNC¬ 
TURIST 

Samaniha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82  Glenville  Ave.,  #11 
Allslon.  MA  02134 
(617)  783-3965 
ALCOHOL/DRUG 
TREATMENT 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  Si. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  Stale  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)  523-1060 
BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway. 

Cambridge 

(617)  868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 

Repairs/Pari  s/Work- 

space 

BOOKKEEPINGrTAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

'Bookkeeping  'Payroll 
'Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at 
(617)292  6415 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Si 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle.  South  Africa. 
Central  America. 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  Si. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave 

Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St 
Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)  266  8584 
DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 
CLEANING  SERVICES 
ARTHUR  S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1  800  202-8629(10  Mm 
Response) 

Tel  (5081  295  6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTER  SERVICES 

HOSKEN  & 

ASSOCIATES 
Software.  Hardware 
Networks.  Trouble- 
Shooting.  Maintenance 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON  S  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop 
publishing/ word 
processing  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts 
and  flyers  shine 
(617)628  9096 

COUNSELING 
ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Manson.  UCSW 
Jayna  Kiai/ker.  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  021 15 
(617)247  4861 
BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St 
Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COMMONHEALTH.  INC. 
42  Pleasant  St. 

Arlington.  MA 
(617)  646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 
Cheryl  Procaccini. 

LICSW 

44  Billings  Rd 

N.  Quincy.  MA  02171 

(617)786-0137 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON. 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  491  0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St.. 

Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 
MAREA  MURRAY. 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA.  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ’ 
ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted 
Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boslon.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 
TAPESTRY.  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 V?  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
(617)  876  8438 

WOMEN’S 
COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave 
Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylslon  St. 

Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL. 

M  Ed 

Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Ealing 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 
FLORISTS 
REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mi  Auburn  St 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners, 
fundraisers,  cocktail 
parlies,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689  0217 

HAIR  SALONS 

B  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave 
Boslon.  MA  021 18 
(617)338  5356 
Wed  Sat  1CL6 

LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair.  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues  and  Sat  9-5 
Wed  Fn  9^9 
Watk-m  or  appt 
247-0202 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th.  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boslon.  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boslon.  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health. 
Research.  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  Si. 
Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.. 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG. 
M.D..  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  lo  Boslon 

DR.  DAVID  A  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave 
(617)247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boslon,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  Si 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  Si 
Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston.  MA 

(617)  367-0414 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish.  Japanese. 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave 
(617)262-1000.  x  298. 
M-Sat  .  12-7 

BETH  WALSH.  C  M  T. 

Sports  massage,  pain 

relief,  relaxation 

techniques 

(617)  623-7258 

MEDIATION 

ALTERNATIVES 

Dispute  resolution  for 

nonlraditional 

relationships 

Pat  Reeve  and  Carole 

Spear 

(617)524-4066 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates 
Call  for  estimate 
(617)536  5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exierior 

Insured 

Call  (617)661  6089 
for  Estimate 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Littell  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St  Jamaica 
Plain  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St 
Jamaica  Plain  MA 
02130 

(617)522  1115 
Trisha  Soho.  Janet 
Deegan 


RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Clr..  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM  Open  lo 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community.  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylslon  St..  Boslon 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 
UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center.  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts..  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boslon 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES’  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7.  Su.  12-6 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

POOLS  OF 
DISTINCTION.  INC. 
Inground  and  onground. 
Full  and  creative 
financing.  Free  home 
survey  —  call 
(800)  427-7665  Mass,  or 
(617)  857-3030 
TANNING 
THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston.  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenly  of  free  parking 
TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 
WOMENS 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Slocks. 
Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituale.  MA  01778 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture. 
Chiropractic.  Massage 
&  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA 
(617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport.  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 
TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)  426  4469  or 
contact  Wayne 
(617)353  1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoralion 
82  Mam  St. 

Gloucester.  Mass 
(508)  283-7765 

VIDEOS 

J  &  J  ENTERPRISES 
All  male  XXX  videos, 
male  mags  &  novels 
P.0  Box  438 
Salem.  NH  03079 


WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 
Women 
823  Mam  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
W  8  PM-1  AM  Th  4 
PM  2  AM  F  4  PM  2  AM 
Sa<  9  PM  2  AM 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 

“Bookkeeping  By  Design’’ 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 


HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


serving  the  gay /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  St 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M-Th  6 -11  PM  and  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Los  Angeles . 

. $149  OW 

San  Francisco.... 

. $149  OW 

London . 

. $199  OW 

Paris . 

. $279  OW 

Frankfurt . 

. $329  OW 

Please  call  us  at  482-2900  for  the 

lowest  current  int’l 
fares.  ■ 

and  domestic 

All  fares  are  one  way  based  on  a 
round  trip.  Subject  to  availabili¬ 
ty,  tax  not  included. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St..  Brookline.  MA 


it's  worth  the  whole  evening!" 

-Kevin  Kelly.  Boslon  Globe 
" Explosively  funny  bits!" 

Joyce  Komowik.  WBZ  JV 


CMNNER.SHOW  357-8384 

PACKAOIJ  -  alhniim 
AVAIL*  »U  4???^ 


_ uJNkCC  ROOMliiltt 

STTHE  BOSTOfl  PkRK  PtAZk 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 

1*900*999*8500 


Ju(t  7S«  a  muuu 


(Si  50 tor  IWnwi) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 
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WHAT  YOU  KNOW 
COULD  SAVE  YOUR  LIFE 


BETA- The  Bulletin  of 
Experimental  Treat¬ 
ments  for  AIDS  is 
published  four  times 


a  year  by  the  Sai 

Francisco  AIDS 

^  - 

Foundation  in 


BulWn  of 
Experi"^r 
Treatment  f° 

aids 


AII>5 


x*  '0\vV-  .  v"V 

''5^* 


Bulletin  of 
Experimental 
Treatments  for 
AIDS 


THE  EARLY 
PROMISE  OF 
COMPOUND  Q 

specificity  is  uncanny." 
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cooperation  with  AIDS' 
researchers,  front-line 
physicians  and  the 
San  Francisco  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health. 
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BETA  features: 

Critical  new  informa¬ 
tion  on  treatments 
for  AIDS/HIV 

• 

Exclusive  interviews 
with  prominent  AIDS 
researchers 

Up-to-date  reports  on 
important  drug 
studies 

Easy-to-read  language 
and  a  glossary  of 
medical  terms 
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YES!  I  WANT  TO  SUBSCRIBE!  PLEASE  SEND  ME 
THE  NEXT  4  ISSUES  OF  BETA! 


$25  -  Individuals 


Name. 


.Agency- 


$50  -  Institutions 

City 

State 

Zip 

Sliding  Scale 

J 

Phone ( 

) 

1 

$ - (Low  income) 

Free  for  San 
Francisco  Residents 

Outside  U.S.  and 
Canada,  add  $5 

•  For  more  information  about  the  con¬ 
tents  of  BETA,  call  415-863-2437. 

•  For  information  about  bulk  orders, 
call  415-861-3397. 


BETA  is  mailed  in  a  plain  envelope.  Your  name  will  be  kept  confidential. 
PAYMENT  OPTIONS: 


Call  1-800-327-9893  if  you 
have  questions  or  would  like 
to  use  your  VISA  or 
MasterCard. 

□  Visa 

□  MasterCard 

□  Payment  enclosed 


Credit  Card  #. 


Name  on  Card. 
Signature _ 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  San  Francisco 
AIDS  Foundation  and  mail  to:  BETA,  PO  Box 
2189,  Berkeley,  CA  94702-0189. 

bet 
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Get  It  On  With  Hot  Men 


Call 


1-900-463-4MEN 


0  Relationships 
U]  Party  Boys  &  Guys  Under  30 
0  Leather  &  Levi’s 
0  Hot  Phone  Talk 


Or  Leave  A  Message  For  Others 
lo  Call  You. 


That* 


1-900-463-4636 


No  Credit  Card  Required  Gay  Owned  &  Operated 


$1  per  min.  ($2  1st  min.)  18  -t 


1  ■9CC"24€"2468 


Do  ft  No  via  5 


No  Credit  Card  Required.  Gay  Owned  A  Operated. 


SI  per  min.  (S2  1st  min.)  18  ♦ 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 


GAY 

SELECTIONS' 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 


Queers 

Continued  from  page  I 

homeless  man  accompanying  the  anarchists 
sat  on  the  pavement  in  front  of  the  march 
and  announced  he  would  not  move  unless 
given  the  chance  to  speak. 

Some  of  the  marchers  shouted  at  the 
group  from  the  park  to  “get  the  hell  out  of 
here.”  One  of  the  anarchists  was  given  a 
bullhorn  and  proceeded  to  tell  the  crowd 
that  a  friend  of  hers  with  AIDS  had  been 
murdered  in  the  park  by  a  group  of 
skinheads. 

Karl  Soehnlein,  a  march  organizer,  had 
been  assaulted  on  that  spot  as  well  and  was 
scheduled  to  speak.  Soehnlein  told  GCN, 
“Certainly,  the  East  Village  has  been  a  site 
of  a  lot  of  violence  among  squatters, 
skinheads  and  other  groups.  I  think  the 
response  of  the  crowd  was  pretty  clear.... 
We  were  there  to  take  back  the  streets  from 
the  gaybashers.  It  was  a  queer  march;  peo¬ 
ple  wanted  us  to  move  on  and  we  did.” 

As  the  march  headed  up  Sixth  Avenue, 
marcher  Oliver  Schoen  was  threatened  with 
a  meat  cleaver  as  he  shouted  at  a  heckler. 
Police  handcuffed  the  heckler,  put  him  in  a 
police  van  and  drove  him  outside  the  crowd 
where  he  was  released. 

Charlie  Shields,  an  outreach  organizer  for 
the  march,  was  attacked  by  two  men  after  he 
stepped  away  from  the  march  to  use  a  public 
telephone.  “What  upsets  me  about  the 
whole  thing,”  Shields  told  GCN,  “was  that 
the  second  person  who  hit  me  was  in  police 
custody,  and  as  of  Sunday  morning  —  when 
I  called  the  police  station  —  my  case  had 
been  closed,  and  no  arrest  had  been  made  of 
either  one  of  the  people.” 

Shields,  who  advocated  a  non-violent 
march,  said  of  the  crowd’s  response  to  the 
hecklers,  “I  think  we  should  have  stayed 
within  the  marshal  boundaries  the  entire 
time.  But  it  is  very  difficult  when  people  are 
yelling  ‘Faggot!  I  wish  you  would  die!’  to 
keep  a  level  head.  People  get  pissed  and  I 
can’t  say  who’s  right  and  who’s  wrong.” 

Maria  Maggenti,  a  marshal,  articulated  a 
widespread  sentiment  when  she  said,  “It 
was  the  first  time  that  the  community  was 
given  an  opportunity  to  vent  its  rage,  and  I 
think  that  was  to  be  expected.  Our  rules  are 
to  remain  non-violent,  but  you  can’t  control 
people’s  actions.  I  think  it  was  pretty 
courageous  that  there  were  2000  people 
marching  and  people  still  felt  free  to  shout  at 
us.” 

New  York  Newsday  joined  the  Post  in 
pinning  responsibility  for  the  violence  on 
the  marchers.  Signorile  told  GCN,  “If  it 
were  a  crowd  of  Black  people  marching  at 
an  anti-racist  rally,  and  someone  yelled 
‘Nigger!’  and  the  crowd  responded,  it  would 
not  have  received  this  kind  of  coverage.  If  it 
were  a  racial  thing,  they  wouldn’t  have 
blamed  the  community.” 

Added  Maggenti,  “I  think  people  are  sick 
and  tired  of  being  bashed,  and  the  only  way 
to  change  that  is  to  make  sure  that  people 
don’t  see  us  as  victims.  Gay  people 
historically,  turn  the  other  cheek....  Why 
should  we  be  gentle?” 

The  march  was  organized  by  Queer  Nation, 
a  self-described  “new  lesbian  and  gay  direct 
action  group  dedicated  to  the  fight  against 
homophobia  and  invisibility.”  Formed  just 
three  months  ago,  Queer  Nation  is  an  anti- 
bureaucratic,  action-oriented  group  that 
acts  as  a  clearinghouse  for  members’  ideas 
for  actions  rather  than  as  a  politically 
cohesive  unit  sporting  a  single  definition  of 
mission  or  methods. 

Meetings  have  grown  from  approximately 
60  in  April  to  nearly  150  at  the  last  meeting. 
At  a  typical  meeting,  members  describe  ac¬ 
tions  undertaken  since  the  last  meeting  and 
propose  new  ones.  Members  then  split  off 
into  working  groups  to  organize  the  action 
of  their  choice.  There  is  no  process  by  which 
the  entire  group  chooses  to  adopt  an  action 

—  the  person  who  proposes  the  idea  and 
those  who  join  the  working  group  make  all 
of  the  decisions  affecting  how  it  will  be  car¬ 
ried  out.  Meetings  are  moderated  by  two 
different  volunteers. 

First  known  as  “The  New  Group,”  Queer 
Nation  did  not  vote  to  adopt  an  official 
name  until  May  29.  Originally,  members 
wanted  to  be  known  only  by  the  names  of 
the  working  groups  to  create  the  impression 

—  especially  in  the  straight  press  —  that 
there  were  many  groups  working  around 
issues  of  visibility  and  homophobia. 

Working  groups  include:  Queer  Shopping 
Network,  which  distributes  educational 
literature  and  creates  a  visible  lesbian  and 
gay  presence  at  malls  and  other  large  shop¬ 
ping  areas;  the  High  School  group,  which 
does  outreach  to  city  schools;  and  Nights 
Out,  which  promotes  visibility  with  its 
group  evenings  at  straight  bars  and  cafes. 

Queer  Nation  has  been  described  —  by 
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OutWeek  —  as  “an  offshoot  of  ACT  UP” 
(the  two  groups  are  not  affiliated  although 
there  is  some  membership  crossover),  as  “a 
radical  gay  organization  that  stages  protests 
around  the  country”  by  The  New  York 
Post,  and  as  a  “militant  gay  rights  splinter 
group”  in  New  York  Newsday.  Although  the 
group  now  has  a  name,  its  broad  identity 
continues  to  confound  easy  categorization. 
“Maybe  the  Post  [description]  is  preview  of 
what’s  to  come,”  suggested  Alan  Klein. 

Above  the  “Queers  Bash  Back”  T-shirts, 
many  marchers  carried  signs  reading  “Pass 
the  Bias  Bill,”  a  reference  to  the  Anti-Bias 
Bill  now  stalled  in  the  New  York  State 
Senate.  March  organizers  handed  out  fact 
sheets  of  statistics  provided  by  the  New 
York  City  Anti-Violence  Project  (AVP). 
According  to  AVP,  there  have  been  206 
bias-related  incidents  since  January,  and  a 
122-percent  increase  in  bias  crimes  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  past  tive  months 
compared  to  the  same  period  last  year. 

Six  arrests  were  made  during  the  march  by 
the  New  York  City  police.  Port  Authority 
police  charged  three  men  with  menacing,  ag¬ 
gravated  harassment  and  illegal  weapon 
possession  after  they  verbally  and  physically 
threatened  two  men  at  2:30  a.m.,  shortly 
after  the  march  ended.  The  incident  was 
pronounced  bias-related. 

March  organizer  Heidi  Dorow  told  GCN, 
“In  May  alone,  there  were  50  queer- 
bashings.  I’m  surprised  that  the  city’s  not 
burning.  We  are  under  siege.  Those  dykes 
who  got  bashed  in  [Brooklyn’s]  Park  Slope, 
we  didn’t  hear  about  it  for  two  months.  The 
AVP  collects  statistics,  the  police  depart¬ 
ment  gives  us  a  liaison. ..but  it  still  goes  on. 
I’m  surprised  we  didn’t  take  to  the  streets 
earlier.”  □ 

N.Y.  Pride 

Continued  from  page  3 

ACT  UP  organizer  Emily  Nahmanson  said 
she  expects  between  1000  and  2000  people  to 
attend  the  rally. 

Members  of  ACT  UP  told  GCN  the 
“Queer-In”  is  a  counter  to  what  they  see  as 
the  city’s  attempt  to  draw  boundaries 
around  gay  men  and  lesbians.  “For  years 
they’ve  been  playing  around  with  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  and  they  just  put  you 
where  they  want  you,”  said  Maxine  Wolfe, 
an  organizer  of  the  ACT  UP  rally.  “We’re 
saying  this  is  our  city,  our  park.  We’re  going 
to  be  out  everywhere  and  we’re  not  going  to 
be  ghettoized  by  the  government  or  anyone 
else,”  she  said. 

Organizers  of  the  “Queer-In”  also 
charged  that  HOP  decided  not  to  push  for  a 
permit  until  1994  without  consulting  other 
political  groups  in  the  community.  “I  know 
a  lot  of  people  [at  HOP]  work  very  hard,” 
Gerri  Wells,  a  member  of  HOP’S  organizing 
committee  from  1986-1988,  told  GCN.  “But 
with  certain  things  they  should  come  to  the 
community  for  a  decision,”  she  said. 

HOP  media  director  Bill  Anderson  told 
GCN  that  last  year’s  rally  chair,  Karin 
Schwartz,  acted  without  the  authorization 
of  the  committee  and  struck  a  deal  with  the 
department.  In  order  to  receive  a  permit  for 
the  Great  Lawn  in  1989,  the  20th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Stonewall  Riots,  Schwartz  said 
HOP  would  not  ask  for  the  Lawn  again  until 
1994,  the  25th  anniversary  of  Stonewall. 

Disputing  the  validity  of  the  deal,  Ander¬ 
son  said  that  HOP’S  new  administration 
does  not  feel  bound  to  that  agreement. 
“The  city  is  quite  blatantly  homophobic,” 
said  Anderson  when  asked  about  ACT  UP’s 
plans  to  hold  the  rally  without  a  permit. 
“We  have  a  right  to  use  our  park  and 
whatever  ACT  UP  can  do  to  draw  attention 
to  that  is  just  great.”  □ 

Cardinal  Law 

Continued  from  page  3 

used  military  might  and  Catholicism  to  con¬ 
quer  the  people.  “They  stripped  my 
foremothers  of  their  dignity  and  taught 
them  that  passivity  and  piety  were  virtues,” 
she  said. 

After  singing  “The  Sign  of  the  Cross,” 
which  suggested  that  priests  could  use  dif¬ 
ferent  color  crosses  to  indicate  favored  sex¬ 
ual  practices,  UFC’s  Abe  Rybeck  gave  a 
short  speech.  “We  are  here  with  our  bodies 
on  the  line  beause  we  remember  every  faggot 
they  torched,  every  witch  they  burned,”  he 
said.  “We  are  here  with  our  bodies  on  the 
line  —  and  what  bodies.”  □ 
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Voice  Mail  Box  1-900-820-8017 

0.75  cts.  per  min.  1.50  first  min. 


P  MANN  HUM  -  Hot  one  - on-one  Actioi 

B  TALKl  IIVC  -wm  up  to  8  hot  men 

B  REMATCH  -  For  the  men  of  your  choia 

FI  RECORD  -  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

PI  RETRIEVE  -  Messages  other  callers 
have  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

□  HEAR  -  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


MATE 

For  that  meaningful  Relationship 


Live  Action  1-900-999-MANN 

Call  Free  121 31  61 7-0753  6 

S  MAY  BE  APPLICABLE.  GUARANTEED  CONNECTION  WHEN  B®  ."  CALLERS  MUST  BE  18  YRS.  OR  OLDER. 


Your  Call 

•  j  '•«  '  V 

Brings  You 
All  This  Action! 


’ 


RECORD  YOUR  OWN  AD  AND  OPEN  UP  A  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  INSTANTLY! 
LISTEN  TO  LOCAL  ADS  IN  YOUR  AREA  •  MEET  MEN  IN  YOUR  AREA  NOW! 
RECEIVE  MESSACES  IN  YOUR  OWN  PRIVATE  VOICEMAIL  BOX  TONICHTt 


MEN  FOR  MEN 

i  (goo)  234-3500  fl°®5 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Personals  | 

SM 

Boston-based  bear  novice  looking  to  expand  experience 
and  push  limits.  Interested  top  men  looking  for  self- 
contained  scenes  with  eager,  late-20s  SM  dabbler,  please 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 

1  GCN  Specials 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

respond  to  GCN  Box  358.  (48) 

MALE  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

GCN  NEEDS  A  PHOTO  LIBRARIAN 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 

M  r.av  fYimmunitv  Npwv  Berkeley  St..  Boston.  MA 

Writer  (also  survivor)  would  like  to  interview  GM  sur¬ 
vivors  for  article.  Confidentiality  assured.  Men  of  color 

I’m  looking  for  a  volunteer  to  come  file  photographs. 

I  i t Ms*  ihnncanTc  rtf  nhrtlnc  lo  Hrowci*  thrnnoh  and 

02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

LESBIAN  INTO  SPORTS! 

Lesbian  into  sports  (friends  not)  looking  for  someone 
who  understands  that  Boggs  is  not  a  swamp  and  Bird 
doesn’t  sing  in  a  tree.  GCN  Box  394, _ (2) 

Independence  G.F.  in  wheelchair  looking  for  other  in¬ 
dependence  women  for  company,  good  times,  with  the 
hope  of  Romance  with  Love  and  Trust.  No  drugs.  GCN 
Box  393, _ (3) 

LOVING,  LIFE  MATE  WANTED  BY  - 
GWM  22,  blond  hair,  and  blue  eyes.  5’4",  110  lbs. 
Seeks  GWM  28-45  for  life  long  relationship.  Sincere 
replies  ony.  Write  Randy,  P.O.  Box  30,  Lewiston,  N.Y. 
14092. _ (48) 

Lesbian  couple  looking  for  gay  white  male(s)  for  sperm 
donation.  HIV  testing  required.  Please  write  M  &  R, 
P.O.  Box  1001,  North  Tonawanda,  NY,  14120.  (48) 

REAL  MEN!  Man  to  Man  meeting.  Leather,  Daddies, 
Guys  Next  Door.  Our  Hot  Men  know  what  they 
want. ..do  you?  Call:  (617)  848-0027. _ (48) 

GWM  50’s  refined  discrete  seeks  TV/TS  pre-op  for  safe 
sex.  Box  5142,  Billerica,  MA  01822. _ (48) 

Hello  from  me  in  Ghana.  I  am  24,  a  student  of  interna¬ 
tional  relations,  and  would  like  to  strike  up  a  friendship 
with  readers  of  your  unique  (GCN)  newspaper.  Dan 
Ebow  Akyeampong,  Institute  of  Int’l  Relations,  Box 
77]  1  Accra,  North  GHANA. _ (48) 

CALLING  CHICAGO! 

I’m  a  longtime  GCN  volunteer  and  coming  to  Chicago 
around  July  4.  I’m  low  income,  naturally,  and  would 
appreciate  any  info  on  cheap  places  to  stay.  Write  Bill 
Sweet,  86  Bracewell,  N.  Adams,  MA  01247.  Thanks! 
_ (48) 

Like  older  men?  Midwest  Dad  desires  18  year  old 
monogamous  son  who  is  bright  and  wants  help  to  attend 
university.  No  drugs,  fats,  ferns,  smokers.  Must  be 
masculine,  very  discreet,  health  conscious  and  not  pro¬ 
miscuous;  willing  to  relocate;  photo  with  reply.  P.O. 

Box  69,  Muncie,  IN  47308. _ (48) 

BLACK  LACE  LINGERIE 

Lace,  leather,  novelty  gifts,  toys  and  more.  Where  your 
every  dream  becomes  reality.  (617)  286-9070.  318  Squire 
Road,  Revere,  02151.  Across  from  NorthGate,  2nd 

floor,  _ (49) 

WANTED! 

Looking  for  a  daring  volunteer  to  spend  1-2  hours  a 
month  coordinating  GCN s  microfilm  orders  and  sales. 
Learn  about  the  exciting  world  of  microfilm  and  more! 
Position  opens  in  June  —  call  Margaret  for  more  info: 
426-4469. _ (49) 

KEEP  IT  COMING! 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  —  and 
more  —  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN  per¬ 
sonals  are  a  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  understand 
that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


an  dmen  with  HIV  infection  particularly  encouraged  to 


respond.  Call  Liz  at  (617)  354-2994, 


(2) 


Announcements 


LOOKING  FOR  10  CRAZY  ENTREPENEURS 

who  want  to  get  out  of  the  Rat  Race  to  enjoy  capitalizing  on  a 
$44  Billion  Annual  Marketplace.  International  expansion. 
Unlimited  income.  No  capital  investment  necessary.  (617) 
499-8621, _ * _ (4?) 

LESBIAN/GAY  STUDENTS  AND  TEACHERS 
Contributions  sought  for  an  anthology  by  and  about  lesbian 
and  gay  students  and  teachers.  Deadline:  September  30,  1990. 
Contact  Editors  at  937  Seaside  Street,  Santa  Cruz,  California 
95060  for  more  information. _ (48) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours/ 1 1 Y  9-5). _ _ _ ('8.1) 

BOSTON  BOUND! 

GM  (early  20’s  —  responsible)  transferring  to  Boston 
(Copley  Place)  end  of  June,  seeks  apartment  w/wo 
roommate.  Prefer  to  live  near  work,  but  am  willing  to 
look  in  surrounding  ’Burbs.  Will  be  in  area  6/15-6/18. 
Move  6/29.  Please  write  GCN  Box  393  or  call 

703-418-2244. _ U) 

MALE  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

Writer  (also  survivor)  would  like  to  interview  GM  sur¬ 
vivors  for  article.  Confidentiality  assured.  Men  of  color 
an  dmen  with  HIV  infection  particularly  encouraged  to 
respond.  Call  Liz  at  (617)  3S4-2994. _ (2) 


Services 


EROTIC  -  SPIRITUAL  MEN 

Joseph  Kramer  and  Matthew  Simmons  invite  you  to  a 
sacred  sex  retreat  July  6,  7,  8,  near  Boston.  Celebrate 
our  tribal  joy  with  erotic  rituals  based  on  Tantric, 
Taoist,  and  Native  American  traditions.  Learn  25  erotic 
massage  strokes  to  enhance  and  prolong  orgasm. 
Relearn  sex  as  sacred,  playful,  non-addictive,  non¬ 
compulsive,  and  non-stop.  Cost  is  $285.00.  We  accept 
MasterCard/Visa.  For  more  information  or  free 
brochure,  call  Body  Electric  School  at  (415)  653-1592  or 
Wayne  Hatford  (617)  522-1341.  Honor  your  sexuality! 
_ (48) 

RUBBER  STAMPS 

Reasonable  prices,  custom,  novelty,  or  address.  LSASE 
get  catalog.  Home  Business  Opportunities  Package  send 
$2.00.  Dyadic  Merchandising,  127  Lincoln  Street, 
Wayland,  NY  14572, _ (1) 

MOVING  TO  ORLANDO?? 

Unique  Homes  &  Investments,  Inc.,  Paul  R.  Ricci, 
Realtor,  Relocation  Specialist  —  One  Smart  Move! 
“Here  to  Serve  Our  Community”  805  E.  Washington 
St.,  Orlando,  FL  32801.  (407)  774-5961  or  (407) 
425-9982.  (2) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35C  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

3  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  U  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $_ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US;  $33  .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline;  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to; 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street.  Brookline  232-1459 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

fundraisers /benefits,  cocktail  parties, 
formal  dinners,  business  functions, 
joining/union  ceremonies 

Coordinating  the  perfect  occasion 
from  start  to  finish. 

(508)  689-0127 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

HeKine 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 


STUFF  THE  PAPER 
WRITE  FEATURES 
TAKE  PHOTOGRAPHS 


^  ^  l  j  : 

Q  "  [Til  j  1 

fl  Si  C  I 


FILE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
W 

ANSWER  PHONES 


VOLUNTEER 


AT  GCN 

CALL  426-4469 


PROCLAIMING,  For  those  who 
choose  to  be  God  s  sons  and 
daughters,  THE  SACRED 
GUARDIAN  COVENANT:  the 
universal  covenant  of  love  and 
need,  open  to  all  who  l^ve 
noticed  God  s  absence  and  who 
need  and  love  God  and  are  wiping 

to  di$fp  a  life  and 
without  God,  a  life  and  w< 
fears 


that 


e  and  humankind's 
freedom,; 


recre 


od  to  a  life  and  to  a 
worfd  withGod.  a  life  and  world 


humankind's  richness  and 
diversity.  By  command  of  God 
who  is  the  Divine  Parent,  the 
Fattier  and  Mother  of  all,  I,  John 
Coffins,  proclaim  this  good  news 
to  you  this  372nd  day  of  The 
Sacred  Guardian  Covenant  Given 
by  God  at  Banner  Elk. 

For  free  information  enclose 
a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  and  mail  request  to  J.S. 
Collins,  Trustee,  The  Sacred 
Guardian  Covenant,  2718  Inca 
Lane,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27103. 
Please  mention  where  you 
saw  this  ad. 

GOD  BLESS  YOU! 


yes,  file.  See  things  you’ve  only  dreamed  of.  Make  your 
own  hours,  work  at  your  own  pace.  Please  call  Adrianna 
426-4469  if  interested. _ (48) 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  arc  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426-4469,  Thanks. _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time"  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalesc”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


I  IT 


Help  Wante 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


We’re  Determined 
To  Make  A  Difference. 

Executive  Director 

As  a  fiscally  sound,  comprehensive  community 
health  center,  we’ve  taken  a  leadership  role  in 
providing  health  care  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  of  Boston  and  New  England 
since  1971.  Nationally  recognized  for  our 
innovative  HIV  programs  and  research,  we’re 
currently  conducting  a  $2  million  capital 
campaign  for  a  new  facility  that’s  scheduled  to 
open  in  February,  1991. 

To  qualify  for  this  vital  position,  you’ll  need  at 
least  five  years’  experience  in  health  care, 
fiscal  and  personnel  management,  fundraising, 
community  and  public  relations,  as  well  as 
program  development  and  planning. 

We  otter  a  competitive  salary,  generous 
benefits  and  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  your 
work  make  a  difference.  Send  your  resume  and 
salary  requirements  to:  Executive  Director 
Search  Committee,  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 

FCHC  is  committed  to  equal 
opportunity  employment. 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

For  job  openings  at  Gay  Community  News,  see 
pages  4  or  5. _ (48) 

NURSES  -  PROVINCETOWN 

RN’s  or  LPN’s  needed  for  busy  community  health 
center  in  Provincetown.  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays 
and/or  Fridays.  (Any  or  all  —  we’re  flexible.)  Ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Now  through  Labor  Day.  Please  call: 
Kristen  Shantz,  R.N.,  Outer  Cape  Health  Services,  Inc. 
(508)498-9395. _ (49) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendant  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist.  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have 
a  driver’s  license  and  be  responsible,  mature,  and 
energetic.  Live-in  gets  free  rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays 
5-10pm  gets  $190/wk.  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call 
731-6228. _ (18.1) 

GCN  NEEDS  A  PHOTO  LIBRARIAN 

I’m  looking  for  a  volunteer  to  come  file  photographs. 
Literally  thousands  of  photos  to  brows  througy  and  yes, 
file.  See  things  you’ve  only  dreamed  of  while  helping  a 
good  cause.  Make  your  own  hours,  work  at  your  own 
pace.  Please  call  Adrianna  426-4469  if  interested.  (48) 


For  Sale 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week ! _ 

Boat  —  Breaking  up,  buy  our  1989  Renken  20’  Cuddy 
Cabin  low  hrs,  128  HP  l.O.  full  canvas  c.g.  pack  Elect- 
ncs  trailer  12, 500  B.O,  (617)643-7031. _ (48) 


Roommates 


LONG-TERM  OR  SHORT-TERM  APT 

JP  apartment  —  share  for  summer  with  LF,  3  cats.  Op¬ 
tion  to  take  over  in  fall.  Large,  sunny,  porch,  yard, 
gardens.  No  smoking.  $330-plus.  Cyndi  524-9857,  (49) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

GWF  29  sks  GWF  or  GWM  to  share  2  bedroom  house 
So.  Plymouth.  $450.00  per  month  incls.  all.  Near  canal. 
Call  Lisa  (508)  833-1 197. _ (48) 

WATERTOWN 

L  29  seeks  resp.  F  for  large  2bdrm  apt.  2  floors  5  rms 
and  fr.  porch.  Lg  storage.  Driveway,  washer/dryer, 
cleaning  service.  Near  T  and  Square.  525  inlcudes 
everything.  No  drugs/alcohol.  (617)  924-8676.  Avail 
Aug.  1.  (49) 

LF  24  looking  for  two  fun  loving,  friendly  LF 

housemates  one  for  July  1st  (or  earlier)  one  for  Aug.  1st. 
Beautiful  JP  apt  with  dishwasher!  350  and  375  plus 
utilities.  522-6454. _ (48) 

INDOOR  POOL' 

We  don’t  have.  But  these  3LF’s  (seeking  a  4th)  do  have  a 
beautiful,  spacious  2  floor  apartment  in  exciting  Dor¬ 
chester!  Hardwood  floors,  W/D,  porch,  parking,  near 
T.  What  more  could  you  ask  for?  $200-plus.  265-8818. 

(48) 
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Roommates 


TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  mr/  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  alls 
will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 

HULL 

L  sks  L  to  shr  furnished  hse  near  beach  in  Hull.  Has 
wshr  dryr  etc.  Take  a  look.  500-plus  utl.  (617)  925-2422. 
_ (48) 

CAMBRIDGE 

LF  and  cat  sk  LF  for  2BR  $325-plus  utils.  Independent- 
political  responsible.  Porter  T  no  drugs.  Call  661-9165. 
_ (48) 

GREAT  COOP  HOUSE  SEEKS  3  FIM 
any  age,  race,  affectional  preference.  Move  in  date  flexi¬ 
ble  but  prefer  by  8/1.  8  bedroom  beautiful  spacious 
house  and  garden.  Now  4F/4M  ages  31-57.  Share 
chores,  vegetarian  meals,  house  meetings.  Nonsmoking. 
For  10  years  we’ve  lived  safely  and  harmouniously  in 
Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester.  Near  T.  $250  plus  $50 
utils.  265-7479. _ _ (48) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ 

MEDFORD  SQUARE 

LF  28  seeks  2IF  to  share  big  house.  No  drugs.  Pets  OK. 
Great  yard  with  hammock,  washer,  dryer,  near  T-bus. 
367.00  mos.  Includes  utilities.  Available  8/1/90. 
391-7796. _ (48) 

SOMERVILLE  -  TEELE  SQUARE 
LF  seeks  same  for  quiet,  sunny  5  room  apt.  with  porch¬ 
es.  Close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  Please  no  smoke,  drugs  or  pets. 
$275  plus  utilities  and  security  dep.  Call  628-3216  pis 
leave  message. _ (48) 

Allston  household  (5LFs)  seeks  ILF.  Three  floors,  quiet 
neighborhood,  yard  and  garden.  Near  green  line  and  bus 
route.  Available  July  I .  Rent  $230-plus.  254-0448.  (48) 

BRIGHTON 

LF  seeks  2  non-smkg.,  flexible  LF’s  to  share  sunny, 
spacious  Victorian  house.  Yard,  garden,  den,  study, 
W/D,  big  basement.  Semi-coop  living.  Close  to  “T.” 
$475  each  includes  all  utilities.  Available  9/1  (flexible) 
254-0077, _ (48) 

2LFs  and  dog  seek  warm,  considerate  LF  with  sense  of 
humor  to  share  spacious,  sunny,  apt.  in  E.  Arlington 
near  Spy  Pond.  W/D,  porches,  near  T.  No  smokers,  no 
more  pets.  Rent  $300-plus.  Avail.  July  1st.  Call 
648-4107. _ _ (48) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Sober  LF  and  dog  seek  housemate  for  beautiful  pond- 
side  apt.  Avail  July  1st.  $400  inch  utils.  522-8566.  (48) 

PORTER  SQUARE 

LF  looking  for  housemate.  2BR,  large  kitchen,  LR, 
piano  room,  porch,  half-gay  building.  Pets  possible; 
smoking  not.  $322.50  with  heat.  Call  437-6200  x269.  (48) 
DON'T  MOVE  TO  J.P.,  COME  TO  ALLSTON! 

Seek  woman  for  small  room  July  I  in  funkazoid 
household,  near  T  and  bus,  safe  neighborhood,  "easy- 
street”  parking,  photo-dark  room,  non-smokers,  pets 
ok.  $253/mo.  plus  utilities,  783-2407, _ (48) 


Apartments 


SAFE  NEIGHBORHOOD 

Bright  sunny  remodeled  1st  (1  2  fam.  Avail  7/1.  $750-plus. 
Large  den,  bdrm,  Ivrm,  eat-in  kitchen,  garden,  porches,  yard. 
Cal  OK,  no-smokers  great.  T  West  Medford  Sq.  Carol 
483-3685. _ 0) 

JP  APT 

2  BR  3rd  Boor  apt.  Avail  July  15th.  800.00-plus.  Skylights, 
piano,  weird  wallpaper  but  nice.  Call  Chevy  522-0663.  Leave 
message. _ (48) 

Jones  Hill,  Dorchester.  2-br  apartment  with  wood  floors, 
porches,  private  backyard.  Pets  fine.  Near  red  line.  Smoke- 
free.  Lesbian  own/occ.  $650  plus  utilities.  Available  7/1. 
288-9136. _ (48) 

Dorchester,  So.  Boston  U.  5  rm,  2  br,  quiet  area,  nr  T  and 
x-way.  $750  no  ht.  &  utils,  265-8693. _ (48) 

DAVIS/PORTER 

Beautiful  2  bedroom,  new  kitchen  and  bath,  hdwd  floors,  les¬ 
bian  owned/occ.  Off  st.  pkg,  3rd  fir  near  T,  $850  ind.  heat 
and  gas.  666-0103 _ (48) 

DORCHESTER 

Renovated  6  rm,  2  bdroom,  hardwd  (loors,  cat  in  kitchen, 
built  in  china,  w/d  hookup,  back  porch  an  dvard,  owner  occ. 
$600  month.  No  utihucs.  Available  7/1 . 282-3216  John.  (49) 


Summer  Rentals 


PROVINCETOWN 

Brand  new  two  story  townhouses  for  rent.  Each  has  2 
bedrooms,  2  baths,  2  decks,  fireplace,  hardwood  floors 
—  all  overlooking  lovely  gardens!  Five  minute  walk  to 
center  of  town  $950  week  Call  (508)  487- 1616.  (2) 

WELLE  LEET 

Garden  Apt.,  sleeps  2.  Steps  from  bay  beach. 
325.00/wk  (508)  349-6947, _  (49) 


Housing  Wanted 


APARTMENT-HUNTING  S  A  BLAST 

Wctt-M  exactly!  I'm  a  23-y.o.  L.F  and  I'm  looking  for  an 
easy-going,  independent  and  fun  apartment  somewhere  si 
Cambridge.  1  work  at  OCN,  so  the  rent  has  to  be  kind  of 
cheap.  I  can  mote  8/1  —  Cal  Margaret  at  42b  II (F>.  M-F  for 
more  ado  (49) 


GWM  40s  wants  beginning  August  rent  (or  share  with  one 
mature  [30-plus],  quiet,  sober,  manners,  GWM  —  no  drugs) 
safe,  reasonable.  Suburbs  OK  if  public  transport  to  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Kenny,  POB  551,  Greenville,  SC  29602.  (803) 
233-5663.  _  (48) 


Vacations 


PROVINCETOWN  -  BEACH  POINT 

Condo  with  loft,  sleeps  four,  kitchenette,  parking, 
private  patio,  heated  pool,  cable  TV,  beach  access.  $350 
week  June,  $450  week  July  and  August.  Call; 
508-369-2872 _ (47) 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
heated  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we’re  your  perfect  vaca¬ 
tion  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular  fall  col¬ 
ors  too!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1I8G,  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn¬ 
keeper^ _ (18.24) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown  har¬ 
bor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most  rooms 
private  bath.  7  Winthrop  Street,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657,  (508)  487-0094, _ (54) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Lesbian  Retreat  in  the  mountains  of  Vermont.  Veggie 
cuisine,  farm  animals,  horseback  riding,  campfires, 
waterfull.  Gay  men  welcome!  (802)  533-7772. _ (49) 


Publications 


GAYELL0W  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc  .  etc  I area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4  50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia, 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  lor  lurlher  information,  send 
stamped,  sell-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St. .  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  oT  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  Trom  the  National  Coalition 
Tor  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219.  _ (ex) 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _  (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
I -80Q-42-BAGLY  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ (7) 


Movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoistingspecialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day,  any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184. 

MPDU  #23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 

_ Very  careful  moveers  641-1234, _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  A  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ _ (16) 

ALL  AMERICAN  ft  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343,  242-0772. 


I #90-? I  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE 
AND  RADICAL  PUBLICATIONS 

Over  350  periodicals  listed;  $3.00.  Write:  Alternative 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept.  D,  Baltimore,  MD 
21218. _ (5) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  Si. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10, _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (18.35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that's  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  S15/1I  issues.  S6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington.  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  S6  plus  SI  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/ycar  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
(ex) _ 

WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  S15/U.S..  $18.  Canada,  S25- institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wdlseley.  MA 
021*1.  (ex) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


PRISON  NEWS  SERVICE  -  FREE  !!. 

Prisoner  News  Service  is  starting  an  ex-;| 
cellent  newspaper  and  needs  articles  and'l 
letters  from  you  about  your  prison,  and. 
also  is  FREE  to  you.  Write  them  at:  Prison 
News  Service,  PO  Box  5052,  Station  A, 
Toronto  Ontario  CANADA  M5W  1W4. 
(They  are  publishing  it  in  Canada,  but  it 
■  will  have  a  LOT  of  American  prison 
9  news.)  Remember:  postage  to  Canada  is  30 
a  cents  (not  25)  for  the  firsLounce.. 

r 
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FREE  Newspaper? 

OWe’ve  heard  that  you  can  get  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor  Newspaper  for  free,  by  sen¬ 
ding  in  your  name,  number,  address,  and  a  let¬ 
ter  saying  you  are  a  prisoner  and  would  like  to 
be  placed  in  the  periodical  fund.  (Not  a  bad 
newspaper;  not  really  ‘Christian’  exactly): 
Christian  Science  Publishing,  Box  1 1 369,  Dcs 
Moines  IA  50340.  (Let  GCN  know  if  this  is  true 
if  you  have  a  spare  stamp.)  Thanks. 

Alternative  Lifestyles:  a  support 

group 

for  gays  and  their  friends  is  starting  up. 
We  need  information  on  our  rights,  educa¬ 
tional  material  (including  oh  AIDS),  and 
moral  support  (not  to  mention  a 
typewriter).  If  you  can  help  with  any  of 
these,  please  write  us  at;  Daniel  GREEN, 
35832 — A2141,  PO  Box  1568,  Hutchinson 
KS  67504. 


<£> 


I’m  a  31  yr  old  lesbian,  attractive,  healthy, 
sincere  and  kind.  Seeking  friendship.  I  love 
animals,  poetry,  shows  and  all  kinds  of  music. 
Can’t  write  other  prisoners.  I  like  sports  too, 
especially  football.  I’d  like  a  penpal,  please. 
Dorothy  MATHENY,  151585  —  470,  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


The  NATIVE  PRISONERS  RIGHTS 

COMMITTEE  will  soon  open  an  art 
gallery  for  Native  American  prisoners’  art 
work.  Proceeds  from  this  gallery  will  be  a 
50/50  split.  Half  of  sales  will  be  returned 
to  prisoners  or  cultural  groups  inside  the 
prisons.  We  hope  this  will  be  a  good  fun¬ 
draiser  for  groups  who  are  raising  money 
for  Pow  wows,  etc.  The  other  half  will  go 
to  NPRC  for  such  costs  as  advertisement, 
wall  rental,  framing,  display  cases  etc. 

If  interested  please  write:  Native 
Prisoners  Rights  Commmittee,  930 
Walnut  St,  Chico,  CA  95928 

VIOLENCE  AGAINST  GAY/LESBIAN  [ 
PRISONERS? 

The  National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force  is 
doing  a  big  report  to  the  Congress  and  others 
about  violence  against  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
This  report  may  nelp  to  change  people’s  minds! 
about  paying  no  attention  to  prisons  and  other 
places  of  violence  against  us.  If  you  have  seen  in¬ 
stances  of  violence  DUE  TO  ANTI-., 
GAY/LESBIAN  or  to  AIDS  prejudice,  please! 
send  them  to  Kevin  Berrill,  NGLlF,  I  SI  7  U  St. 
NW,  Washington  DC  20009,  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE!  (He’s  writing  the  report  now.)  II 
He  needs  to  know  these  kinds  of  things;  ver¬ 
bal  harassment  or  physical  assaults?  with 
weapons  or  not?  police  helpful  or  not?  related  to 
gay/lesbian  or  to  AIDS  or  both?,  ,  ....  . 

©©»©©'©©©©©©©  © 


I’m  a  33  yr  old  Indian  woman.  I’ve  been  gay  all 
my  life.  I’m  sensitive  and  sweet  but  somewhat 
dominant.  Interested  in  sports,  music  and  art. 
Can’t  write  other  prisoners.  Janice  BILLIE, 
F03143  —  34,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 
FL  33024. 


no  family  or  friends.  32  yrs  young  and  still  lear¬ 
ning.  Can’t  write  prisoners.  Robert  HICKS, 
|  GD&CC  G-4-98,  box  3877,  Jackson  GA  30233. 

I  would  like  to  have  young  penpals  to  write.  I 
like  volleyball,  swimming  horseback  riding  in 
the  nude  with  18s  to  30s.  I’m  28.  Please  write. 
Mike  KAMMERZELL,  Box  514  —  161115, 
Granite  OK  73547. _ _ 

Bisexual  at  early  age,  no  family  to  speak  of  left, 
seeking  friends  to  help  pass  the  sad  time.  It’s 
very  lonely  here.  Please  write.  Emmett 
MEADE,  168165,  1012  W.  Columbia.  Farm- 
ington  MO  63640. 


Intellectual  gay  male,  open  minded,  36, 
muscular  built,  love  to  read  and  write  letters. 
Would  like  to  open  up  and  talk  to  someone. 
James  EVANS,  N73632,  Box  4001,  Danville  IL 
61834. 


7- 

ule. 


semi  attractive,  Gemini,  beautiful  smile,  gay 
and  would  like  to  share  my  thoughts  and  feel- 
rings  with  someone  out  there.  Ricnard  Kenneth 
ALLMON,  37923  Winslow-Coronado,  2100  S. 
Hwy  87,  Winslow  AZ  86047, 


I  have  cut  myself  off  from  the  outside  for  too 
long  now.  I  need  a  friend,  someone  to  write  and 
talk  to  that’s  outside  of  here.  Would  someone 
out  there  please  consider  writing  me.  Thank 
you.  Robert  BAILEY,  81A  5893,  One  Correc- 
tion  Way,  Ogdensburg  NY  13669. 


I’m  currently  in  prison  and  would  very  much 
appreciate  correspondence  with  other  gays  like 
myself.  I’m  Black  and  Beautiful  and  very  open- 
minded.  Not  allowed  to  write  other  prisoners. 
Danny  Lee  SALTER,  B-058687  (No.79),  1150 
SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956 


GM,  36,  shoulder  length  black  hair  in  search  of 
another  gay  male  who  is  sincere,  passionate  and 
serious  about  having  a  meaningful  and  rewar¬ 
ding  relationship.  Anyone  can  write.  I  can 
receive  mail  from  prisoners  too.  Charles  FIT¬ 
ZGERALD,  114885,  Box  1000  (M-2-26), 
Craigsville  VA  24430. 


If  a  person  cares  too  much  he’s  called  jealous. 
If  he  understands  too  much  he’s  called  domi¬ 
nant,  and  if  he  feels  too  much  he’s  called 
possessive.  But  what  if  a  person  is  straightfor¬ 
ward,  sincere,  or  if  he  shows  affection.  Is  he 
loveable.  You  decide.  Can  write  other 
prisoners.  ‘Feminine’  responses  preferred.  Ver¬ 
non  BEAL,  156561,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City 
MO  65102. 


RICHARD  R.  —  You  are  my  shining  star  and  1 
would  like  to  wish  you  a  very  Happy  Birthday. 
You  put  a  smile  on  my  face  with  your  kindness 
and  poetry.  Craig 


Bi-male  28  body  builder,  will  be  getting  out  in  5 
months.  No  drugs,  no  booze,  no  attitudes.  Just 
clean  loving  fun.  Would  like  someone  nice  to 
write.  Please  write.  John  POOTERS, 
27428-004,  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO  65808 


Getting  out  in  9  months.  47,  in  good  shaf>e,  love 
sex,  looking  for  drag  queen  (25-50),  well  hung 
and  feminine.  No  body  hair.  For  friendship  or 
possible  relationship.  Arthur  JACKSON, 
192799,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 
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Mrs.  Peterson,  got  your  memo,  hope  Ms  R. 
Deon  is  first  in  line,  for  as  much  as  she’s  ate,  the 
Trade  ought  to  be  nerves.  I'm  safe,  on 
lockdown.  Miss  you  too.  Give  Gilbert  a  hug. 
Love  always.  Mrs.  Meriwether-Freemon. 

Texas  meat,  no  previous  owners,  a  real  choice 

cut  cowboy.  Enjoys  outdoors,  travel  and  atten¬ 
tion.  Free  to  roam  in  1990.  Derek  WARD, 
446154,  Ellis  11,  Huntsville  TX  77340. 


Worcester  □  Support  Group  for  HIV-positive 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant  Others 

Closed  meeting.  At  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  30S 
Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  (508)  755-3773. 


Cambridge  □  Sexual  Harrassment  at  Work  Sup¬ 
port  Group.  This  group  will  meet  for  about  7  weeks 
beginning  6/5.  At  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30. 
For  info  354-8807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  At  35  Bowdoin 
St.  New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Framingham,  MA  □  Framingham  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  Group.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  Meets 
1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  each  month.  At  Civic  League 
Building.  214  Concord  St.  6-7:30pm. 

Worcester  □  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth  21 
and  under.  Meets  1st  and  third  Wednesday  of  month  at 
United  Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Worcester  □  Support  Group  for  HIV-positives 
who  are  in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed 
meeting.  At  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St. 
7:30-9pm.  For  info  (508)  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  News  radio  show  on 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  At  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant 
St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  354-8807. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event. 
Photos  encouraged.  Please  specify  if 
event  is/is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please 
use  our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings  and 
put  each  event  on  a  separate  sheet  All 
listings  must  be  typed. Please  note  that 
listings  are  printed  as  space  allows.  We 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submis¬ 
sion  No  phone  calls,  please! 

23  Saturday 

Waltham  □  WOW:  Way  Out  in  Waltham.  Pool  par¬ 
ty.  I2pm-4am.  For  location  and  info  893-0361. 

Marblehead  □  Canoe  Outing  on  Ipswich  River. 

Sponsored  by  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance. 
10am.  $25  per  canoe,  $12.50  per  person.  For  more  info 
(508)  745-3848. 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series.  "Massage  with 
Pride"  with  Amie  Katz.  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St. 
I0am-6pm.  $5.  For  more  info  267-0900. 

24  Sunday 

Providence  □  “Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  vs.  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Liberation."  A  talk  by  Wesleyan  pro¬ 
fessor  Henry  Abelove.  Bell  St.  Chapel.  Off  Broadway  St. 
4pm.  For  info  (401)  421-3632. 

Boston  □  New  York  Gay  Pride  Bus  Trip.  Sponsored 
by  Positive  Directions.  From  Copley  Sq.  7am.  $40.  For 
more  info  and  reservations  595-6262. 


5  Thursday 


Somerville  □  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71 
Union  Sq.  6pm.  First  Sunday  of  each  month.  For  more  in¬ 
fo  Lisa  628-2532. 

Beverly  □  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting 
Support  Group.  Meets  1st  Sun.  of  each  month.  At  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church.  225  Cabot  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  in¬ 
fo  593-5252. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others 
living  with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  info 
694-0964. 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing  with 
HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  (508) 
755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  For  info  354-8807. 


V 

30  Saturday 

Providence  □  R.l.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  March. 

R.l.  State  House.  1 1:30am. 

Boston  □  Clean  and  Sober  Dance.  Sponsored  by  The 
Boston  Sound  Machine.  The  Y.  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 
lam.  $5.  For  more  info  846-9061. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  “Throwing  Our  Weight  Around.” 

Benefit  screening  for  locally  produced  video  about  fat 
women,  our  culture's  views  of  fat,  beauty,  and  health. 
Crone’s  Harvest.  61  Centre  St.  7:30pm.  $5-$ 1 0  (more 
if/less  if). 

Boston  □  The  Dance.  For  all  affected  by  HIV.  Boston 
Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 1  am.  For  more  info 
236-1012. 

I  July  Sunday 

Somerville  □  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Somerville  and  Surroundings.  Potluck  picnic. 
Powderhouse  Park.  4pm.  For  info  628-2532.  Rain-date: 
July  8. 


6  Friday  □  Dave 
Pallone  (right)  former 
umpire  and  author  of 
"Behind  the  Mask" 

appears  at  Glad  Day 
Books  for  booksigning. 

673  Boylston  St.  Boston.  4-6pm. 
For  more  info  267-3010 


Boston  □  Summer  Potluck  Jazz  Brunch.  Sponsored 
by  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood  Group.  Women 
who  work/live  in  Back  Bay/South  End  welcome.  At  Hatch 
Shell.  For  more  info  266-5169. 

Providence  □  Reading/Booksigning  with  Julia 
Willis,  Author  of  “Who  Wears  The  Tux?”.  Visions 
and  Voices.  255  Harris  Ave.  3-5pm.  For  more  info  (401) 
273-9757. 


Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

6  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Ar¬ 
lington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  7/3  Youth  Panel:  "Kids  of 
Gay  Fathers”  at  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908 . 


Thursday 

Boston  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.  At  The  Center,  rm 
202K.  338  Newbury  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  828-3039. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  (413)  527-5310. 


Boston  Q  “In  Praise  of  Cabaret”  A  Celebration  to 
benefit  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  AIDS  are.  Lafayette 
Hotel.  7:30pm.  $20.  For  info  720-3434. 

26  Tuesday 

Boston  □  The  Buddy  Program.  AIDS  Action  holds 
orientation.  131  Clarendon  St.  7:30pm.  For  more  info 
437-6200  x256. 

28  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Progressive  Caucus  of  the  Campaign  to 
Defend  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Bill.  Meeting. 
City  Hall,  rm  957.  7:30pm. 

Boston  □  Men  of  Color  AIDS  Information  Group 

U.S.E.S.,  Harriet  Tubman  House.  566  Columbus  Ave. 
6:30-8:30pm.  For  more  info  536-0390. 

Providence  □  “Longtime  Companion,”  R.l. 
Premier.  Proceeds  benefit  R.l.  Project  AIDS.  Avon 
Cinema.  260  Thayer  St.  8pm. 

29  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  S-IOpm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Ar¬ 
lington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Provincetown  □  “The  Wilde  Spirit”  One-man  play 
based  on  the  life  and  works  of  Oscar  Wilde.  Performances 
through  7/8.  The  Gifford  House  Hotel.  9-11  Carver  St. 
7pm.  For  more  info  (508)  487-0648. 


Boston  □  “Behind  the  Mask”  Author  Dave 
Pallone.  To  appear  at  Glad  Day  Books.  673  Boylston  St. 
4-6pm.  For  info  267-3010. 

7  Saturday 

Provincetown  □  The  NAMES  Project/Boston.  6/7 

and  6/8.  Quilting  bee  and  showing  of  panels  from  Int’l 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Provincetown  Town  Hall.  For  info 
(617)  451-9003. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 
Saturday 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and 
alcohol  free.  At  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St.  7- 1 0pm  $2 
donation.  The  third  Saturday  of  the  month. 

Cambridge  □  Single  Mother’s  Support  Group 

Free  drop-in  group  with  child  are  and  snacks  on  alternate 
Sat.  at  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  1 1  am- 1 2:30pm. 
For  info  354-8807. 

Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Soccer  Team.  Seeks  new  ex¬ 
perienced  players.  For  practice/game  schedule  661-6771. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbu7  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 


Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  At  Mass  College  of 
Art.  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15pm.  For  info 
266-0628. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place.  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA,  140  Clarendon 
St.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  6/26  Per¬ 
sonal  Ads.  7/3  Interfaith  Couples.  The  Women’s  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  For  info  354-8807. 

Boston  □  Lambada  and  Brazilian  Dance  Class. 

Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  6pm. 
For  more  info  576-1018. 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807. 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House.  6:30pm.  For  info  825-2610. 

Medford  □  We  the  People  with  feminist  Sheila 
Parks.  Radio  show  on  WMFO  91.5.  7-9am.  Tufts  Univer¬ 
sity  radio. 


Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped,  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  Male  Sexual  Abuse 
Survivors.  Group  meets  1st  Thursday  of  every  month. 
Cambridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859 
Mass.  Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Boston  □  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  info  492-4639. 

Dorchester  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns  Commit¬ 
tee  of  SEIU  Local  509.  Meets  2nd  Thurs.  of  each 
month.  At  Union  Office.  5  Howard  Johnson  Plaza. 
6:30pm.  For  info  282-2509. 

Friday 

Watertown  □  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 

town.  For  more  info  395-4664. 

Brookline  □  “Swingtime.”  Lesbian,  gay,  bisexual 
swing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of  the  month.  185  Corey 
Rd.  8:30-9:15.  $4.  For  info  661-1792. 

Boston  □  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film.  At  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  free.  For  info 
236-1012. 

Boston  □  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  6/29  I’ve 
Heard  the  Mermaids  Singing.  The  Center.  338  Newbury 
st.  7pm.  $2. 


Enter  Password:  Recovery 

Elly  Bulkin 

Turtle  Books,  Albany,  NY,  1990 
S  7. 95  paper,  1 1  Opp 


Reviewed  by  Liz  Galst 

It  wasn’t  just  that  the  title  was.. .well. ..a 
little  too...ah...computer-y,  I  had 
another  reason  for  wanting  to  not  read 
Elly  Bulkin’s  new  book  Enter  Password: 
Recovery.  Most  of  her  writing  puts  me  to 
sleep.  Bulkin  is  a  wonderful  person,  a  great 
and  much-respected  editor,  a  big-league 
player  in  the  Jewish  lesbian  and  anti-racist 
worlds.  But  four  pages  of  her  section  of 
Yours  in  Struggle:  Three  Feminist  Perspec¬ 
tives  on  Anti-Semitism  and  Racism  and 
boom!  Snooze-city. 

Now,  those  of  you  who  are  acquainted 
with  my  fragile,  may  I  even  say  bird-like, 
sleep  cycle  might  say  “What’s  the  problem, 
Liz?  Read  the  book.  You’ll  catch  a  few  z’s.” 

And,  while  it’s  true  1  occasionally  use 
Thucydides’  Peloponnesian  Wars  like  other 
people  use  Sominex,  that  is  not  really  why  I 
read.  After  all,  if  I  want  to  be  dulled  into 
slumber,  I  can  always  catch  a  few  3  a.m.  re¬ 
runs  of  bad  ’70s  sitcoms,  and  believe  me,  I 
do.  But  reading. ..I  read  for  the  sensate 
pleasure  of  it  all.  I  read  to  be  pulled  com¬ 
pletely  into  a  story,  to  feel  glued  to  the  page. 
And  however  much  respect  I  have  for  Bulk¬ 
in,  I  didn’t  think  I  was  going  to  have  that 
particular  experience  with  her  new  book. 
So,  when  I  got  the  review  copy  in  the  mail,  1 
put  it  on  top  of  a  pile  of  other  important 
books  I  wasn’t  reading  and  left  it  there. 

At  first,  I  stuck  to  my  guns.  Didn’t  read  a 
word  of  it.  1  am,  after  all,  a  woman  of  re¬ 
solve. 

A  few  weeks  passed  and  a  couple  of 
friends  of  mine  who’d  already  pored  over 
Recovery  tried  plying  me  with  smooth 
words.  “Have  you  read  it  yet?  I  think  you’d 
really  like  it,”  is  more  or  less  what  they  both 
said.  I  mentioned  the  soporific  qualities  of 
Bulkin’s  other  writing,  but  one  of  them  said 
“Oh,  no,  no.  This  is  much  different  than 
that.  This  is  about  childhood  sexual  abuse 
and  writer’s  block  and  Judaism.”  For  a  mo¬ 


The  password  is... 

Elly  Bulkin ’s  new  book  chronicles 
a  journey  toward  healing 


ment  I  thought  “Oh,  the  story  of  my  life.” 
But  still,  I  was  not  reading  the  book. 

Then  fate,  as  it  will,  plotted  against  me.  I 
After  a  short  period  of  sleeping  relatively 
well,  I  was  up  again  one  night  staring  at  the 
ceiling.  Bulkin’s  book  had  somehow  moved 
from  my  study  to  a  prime  position  on  the 
night  table.  I  picked  it  up  and  thought, 
“Well,  I’ll  like  it,  or  I’ll  end  up  in  slumber 
land.  Worse  things  could  happen.”  And 
though  I  didn’t  sleep,  Enter  Password: 
Recovery  changed  my  appraisal  of  Bulkin’s 
literary  talent  forever. 

Her  book,  which  is  based  almost  entirely 
on  journal  entries  and  letters  to  friends 
(Judith  McDaniel,  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt,  and 


Adrienne  Rich  among  them),  is  about  Bulk¬ 
in’s  recovery  from  childhood  sexual  abuse. 
But  it’s  about  more  than  that:  how  a  “writer 
who  does  not  write  ...  [who’s]  written  one 
review  in  the  last  four  years”  finds  her  voice 
again.  And  about  the  importance  of 
language  in  the  healing  process. 

Recovery  starts  in  sort  of  an  odd  place, 
but,  like  all  healing,  it  has  to  start  some¬ 
where.  Bulkin  begins  this  slim  volume  with  a 
discussion  of  “the  cloud,”  a  sort  of  free- 
floating  panic  and  inertia  she  enters  when 
her  then-lover  Jan  Clausen  receives  lots  of 
weirdo  criticism  about  an  early  draft  of  her 
novel  Sinking,  Stealing.  It  seems  that  a 
whole  bunch  of  people,  most  of  whom  have 


never  read  the  manuscript,  think  it  contains 
an  anti-Semitic  portrayal.  Bulkin  becomes 
immobilized  by  guilt  and  shame.  But  why? 

That’s  a  question  she  doesn’t  immediately 
understand.  But  two  things  help  her  slowly 
out  of  the  “the  cloud.”  A  new-found  faith 
(Bulkin  had  heretofore  been  a  stalwart  secu¬ 
larist)  and  women’s  writing  about  childhood 
sexual  abuse.  She  learns  to  set  down  her  ra¬ 
tionalism,  the  distancing  she  has  always 
used  as  a  defense,  and  begin  to  participate  in 
the  world  as  a  person  with  feelings.  She  even 
starts  to  write  again,  this  time  with  new  pas¬ 
sion.  Her  literary  friends  call  this  new  work 
“overwhelming,”  “a  breakthrough.”  After 
years  of  describing  herself  “as  a  feminist 
who  has  counseled  rape  victims,  had  spoken 
with  and  found  shelter  for  battered  women, 
and  who,  like  women  all  over  the  world, 
know  women  among  those  I  love  who  have 
been  raped  and  abused,”  she  goes  public 
with  her  story. 

Still,  Bulkin’s  recovery  doesn’t  follow 
that  perfect,  forward-arching  curve  all  us 
survivors  hope  for.  Her  depression  comes  in 
fits  and  starts,  much  like  her  writing.  In  the 
midst  of  this  all,  Bulkin  and  Clausen  break 
up  their  12-year  relationship  after  Clausen 
starts  sleeping  with  a  man  in  her  Central 
America  solidarity  group.  (For  more  on  this 
you  might  want  to  read  Clausen’s  “My  In¬ 
teresting  Condition”  in  Out/Look,  Winter, 
1990.)  Bulkin  feels  betrayed,  shattered.  But 
despite  this,  she  continues  to  recover.  And 
her  story  offers  survivors  of  child  sexual 
abuse  hope  that  recovery  is  possible.  (I,  of 
course,  am  still  hedging  my  bets.) 

Healing  from  sexual  abuse  is  about  shed¬ 
ding  the  inarticulateness  and  the  false  per¬ 
sona  the  abuse  has  imposed  upon  you  and 
becoming  again  who  you  really  are.  With 
Enter  Password:  Recovery,  Bulkin  has  done 
just  that.  Who  she  is  is  most  definitely  a 
writer,  the  kind  who  can  pull  me  into  a 
story,  glue  me  to  the  page. 

It’s  a  good  thing  I  can  usually  count  on 
late-night  TV  to  put  me  to  sleep.  □ 

Liz  Galst  recommends  Laclos’  Dangerous 
Liaisons  and  the  Linda  Lavin  sitcom  Alice 
for  those  who  are  up  past  3  a.  m. 


Living  in  the  age  of  AIDS 
doesn  ft  mean  you  stop  having 
fun,  or  stop  having  sex . 

Safe  Company  was  established  by  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee  one  year  ago  to  promote  a 
healthy,  sex-positive  attituded  among  gay  men  in  the  greater  Boston  area  as  a  way  of  reducing  the 
spread  of  AIDS,  Our  mission  has  been  to  "put  the  sex  back  into  safer  sex,"  to  give  people  hot, 
safe  alternatives  to  unsafe  behavior. 

We've  tried  to  do  this  where  ever  gay  men  go,  from  the  bars  to  the  bushes,  talking  to  people  one-on 
one,  giving  out  safer  sex  information  and  condoms,  and  by  sponsoring  safe  sex  games  like  Safe 
Connections. 

The  response  has  been  enthusiastic.  Over  a  thousand  gay  men  have  used  Safe  Connections  to  meet 
other  men.  We've  talked  to  lots  of  people  and  shared  their  concerns  about  what's  safe  and  what  isn't. 
We'd  like  to  do  more,  but  we  need  your  help.  If  you  are  concerned  about  AIDS,  and  want  to  help 
other  gay  men  in  our  community  explore  our  sexual  options,  or  if  you're  just  an  oversexed  voyeur, 
Safe  Company  may  be  for  you* 

Think  about  joining  Safe  Company  -  the  hardest, 
biggest,  juiciest  job  you’ll  ever  love. 

*  Call  Steven  at  437-6200  ext.  234  Or,  to  volunteer  for  other  programs  like  the 
AIDS  Hotline,  call  Linda  Guinee  at  437-6200  ext.  283 


